TEL' AVIV (AFP) — ■ Israel! Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordecbai haxuwd rwo senior array. officers from 
accepting an invitation to a meeting with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat, officials said Sunday. “The 
■minister did not think it was correct to authorise this 
meeting because of the iackof security cooperation 
between the two sides,” said Defence- Ministry 
spokesman Ari Benayahu. The Haaretz newspaper 
said Mr. Arafat was unhappy about die cancellation of 
: a meeting with General Gaby Ofir, the commander of 
Israeli fences in the West Bank, and his designated 
successor General Itzhak Eytan who is currently in 
charge of the Gaza Snip. Mr. Arafat called the meet- 
ing last week to discuss security matiess and the new 
Israeli army appointments. 
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Msbarak & g*#* ne* isradi op^siffca feadsr 

CAIRO (.AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
will meet Ehud Barak, leader of Israel’s opposition 
Labour Party in Cairo Tuesday, the Israeli embassy 
said here Sunday. Mr. Barak will be accompanied by 
Labour Party officials including Knesset members 
Shlomo Ben Ami and Uzi Baram, the Egyptian news- 
paper A1 Ahram said. It will be Mr. Barak’s first visit 
to Egypt since he was elected Labour leader on June 
3. succeeding former Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 
Mr. Barak met His Majesty King Hussein during a 
visit to Jordan on June 9. Mr. Barak and Mr. Mubarak 
have met once before, in December 1995 when Mr. 
Barak was foreign minister in the last Peres govern- 
ment in Israel. Jordan and Egypt are the only Arab 
countries that share full diplomatic relations with 
Israel. 
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Israel threatens to get tougher 
in Hebron amid new violence 


HEBRON (AFP) — Israel 
threatened to get tougher with 
the. PafcsUnian population of 
Hebron -Sunday in a bid to 
quell five weeks of unrest, as 
violence flared again in the 
heart of the West Bank city. 

“If incidents as serious as 
3tt3rVs with automatic 
weapons and home-made 
bombs continue, life in 
Hebron will be very differ- 
ent,” General LIzi Dayan, 
commander of Israel's central 
region, told military radio. 

His warning came as Pales- 
tinian youths again took to 
the streets of Hebron Sunday, 
hurling stones and dozens of 
petrol bombs in running bat- 
tles with Israeli soldiers 
around the narrow lanes of 
the old city’s Arab market 

The soldiers retaliated with 
volleys of plastic-corned 
metal bullets, mjuring four 
demonstrators and at least 
four journalists, witnesses 
said. 

Three of the journalists — 
Palestinian cameramen work- 
ing for the British news 
agency Reuters, the U.S. 
agency Associated Press and 
the American ABC network 
— were hit as they film ed 
youths burning an Israeli fla g. 

A Palestinian cameraman 
from Aba Dhabi Television 
was taken tojiospital after 
being struck by a plastic bul- 
let in the bead. 

Overnight unknown 
attackers threw an explosive 
at an Israeli army post in 
Hebron for the second night 
running, military sources 


said. 

Palestinian shopkeepers in 
Israeli-controlled streets near 
to the incident were forced by 
the army to dose Sunday. 

Members of the 400-strong 
militant Jewish settler com- 
munity also tried overnight to 
set fire to the house of a 
Palestinian neighbour, Nabfl 
Khalabi, the sources said. 

Israel Radio said a special 
army unit has been tasked to 
film protesters with video 
cameras so that undercover 
units disguised as Palestini- 
ans can swoop on them and 
make arrests. 

It also said that Israel is 
considering clamping further 
sanctions on the 120.000- 
strong Arab population of the 
city if the violence does not 
cool off. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamm Netanyahu Sun- 
day issued a statement after a 
cabinet meeting saying his 
government was “committed 
to the continuing existence 
and expansion of the Jewish 
settlement in Hebron.” 

Around 270 Palestinians 
and 20 Israeli soldiers have 
been wounded, most lightly, 
in toe five weeks of clashes in 
Hebron. 

On Saturday, around 100 
Palestinian youths fought 
pitched battles with Israeli 
soldiers in Hebron, throwing 
rocks, bottles and Molotov 
axStSs at soldiers who 
responded with plastic bul- 
lets, injuring nine demonstra- 
tors. 

Jewish settlers also hurled 


rocks at Palestinians from the 
roofs of buildings inside 
heavily-guarded enclaves, 

before Israeli soldiers inter- 
vened and forced them inside. 

The protests against the 
four-month stalemate in the 
peace process have escalated 
in recent days after a brief lull 
caused by a massive Israeli 
security clampdown. 

Unidentified attackers 

raked Jewish houses in the 
city with automatic weapons 
fire last week, causing no 
injuries, and a Palestinian fac- 
tory was burnt to the ground 
in an attack claimed by mili- 
tant settlers. 

The Israeli array has set up 
roadblocks on all main arter- 
ies leading into Hebron, in a 
move which Palestinians say 
is strangling the economy of 
the entire southern West 
Bank. 

Under a January accord, 80 
per cent of Hebron is con- 
trolled by toe Palestinian 
authorities while the remain- 
ing 20 per cent, where the 400 
settlers and 10,000 Arabs 
live, remains under Israeli 
military control. 

Israel’s “get tough” warn- 
ing came as several Palestini- 
ans told AFP they were 
severely beaten by Israeli sol- 
diers at checkpoints near the 
West Bank town of Bethle- 
hem Saturday. 

“They started beating me 
with iron bare on my face, 
they broke my nose and they 
poshed me many times 
against a wall ” said Moham- 
mad AliSala, 21. 


r a;wr- n 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel Sunday com- 
pleted the demolition of a Palestinian home in Arab east 
Jerusalem which was partially knocked (town two months 
ago, witnesses said. 

Dozens of Israeli border guards sealed off the area around 
die house in toe Arab neigbbombood of Silwan below toe 
Old City's A1 Aqsa Mosque compound while a bulldozer 
razed the building to the ground. 

Three rooms erf the one-year-old building were knocked 
down by Israeli sekhers on May 28, but toe process was halt- 
ed after toe owner presented a court order suspending toe 
process. i 

Israel regularly knocks down Palestinian houses built in i 
Arab east Jerusalem without permits, which are very rarely 
handed out by the Israeli authorities. 

‘They came today to finish what they did two months ago. ■ 
I They are not allowing ns to finish toe building started one 
1 year ago," sad Naha! Ramadan Ashour Banna, 42, a taxi dri- 
ver 

“I live wife my two married brothers and our mother and 
our children. A total of 25 people in a three-bedroom house. 
We wanted to extend the bouse and we went to get a permit, 
but they refused saying it isjin archaeological site,” -he added. 

“Bm I have to binkk there is no other way. And I bulk! with- 
out permission, like everybody eke,” he said. 

Mr. B anna said be bad been approached by Jewish settlers 
wife an offer to buy ins house seven years ago, and that he 
thought toe demohtioa was designed to put pressure on him 
tosefi. 

The 'Banna house was some 20 metres away from a court- 
yard bought in 1991-by Jewish seeders who have since built 
several rooms there. 


Mohammad Rizq, 30, 
aided: “Soldiers beat me on 
my arms and broke both of 
them.” 

The Palestinians walked out 
of peace talks in mid-March 
after Israel started construc- 


tion of a new 6,500-home 
Jewish settlement on the edge 
of historically Arab east 
Jerusalem, which the Pales- 
tinians want as the capital of a 
future stale. 


Oil spill off UAE threatens 
water supplies and beaches 


DUBAI (R) — A barge sus- 
pected of carrying more than 
5,000 tonnes of Iraqi chesel 
has ran aground off the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) 
causing a slick that threatens 
part of toe oil state’s drinking 
water supplies and beaches. 
Gulf shipping sources said 
Sunday. 

The 75 metre-long barge 
Safe 255 had spilled some 
2^00 tonnes of its diesel 
cargo into Gulf waters by 
Sunday as a salvage opera- 
tion got under way to close 
toe manh ole covers CO the 
barge’s 18 tanks and refloat 
toe stranded vessel, they said. 

“Fortunately the barge is 
still intact... we suspect she’s 
okay. The gas (til leaked 
because water came in over 
the deck and through the 
manhole covets which 
replaced the gas oil in the 
tanks,” said Seraj Alali, man- 
aging director of Salvage 
Contractor Whi resea Ship- 
ping Company. 


Whitesea Shipping will 
lighten the vessel late Sunday 
or Monday before attempting 
to lift it from the shallow sea 
floor 

UAE-registered Safe 255 
lost control and was beached 
off the coast of the emirate of 
Shajjah after its tow-rope to a 
tug hauling the barge 
snapped Friday in heavy 
winds. 

A shipping source said toe 
barge bad not been designed 
for transporting petroleum 
products but was a general 
cargo vessel that had been 
adapted. 

“It basically sank because it 
was carrying too much diesel 
and it couldn’t power or 
direct itself when the tow- 
rope was lost,” another ship- 
per said. 

Barges and other small ves- 
sels regularly transport Iraqi 
diesel and other petroleum 
products in violation of Unit- 
ed Nations sanctions in the 
shallow waters of the Gulf. 


Iraq has only been permit- 
ted to resume sales of its 
crude oil since December 
under a strictly enforced U.N. 
oil-for-food deal under which 
it exports only crude oil 
rather than products such as 
gas ofl- Iraq has not officially 
exported oil since June 
because of an aigumeot over 
aid distribution. 

UAE government agencies 
were repotted to have taken 
samples of the spilt diesel for 
analysis and it was too early 
to confirm the source of the 
diesel. 

The spill had forced toe 
shutdown of a 20 million gal- 
lon-a-day water desalination 
plant in Sharjah which is the 
main source of drinking 
water for toe emirate’s 
500,000 people. 

“We have had no water 
since yesterday. We cannot 
even brush our teeth.” said 
one Sharjah resident. 

(Continued on page 3) 


U.N. missile inspectors start 
anti-Scud mission in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
U.N. missile experts 
opened talks here Sunday 
on a new mission to deter- 
mine the fate of the arsenal 
of Scuds which Iraq used 
during the 1 991 Gulf war, a 
U.N. official said. 

Jo Lomas, assistant direc- 
tor of the U.N. Arms Mon- 
itoring Centre in Baghdad, 
said the eight-member 
team of experts was headed 
by John Larrabee, an 
American. 

The team, which arrived 
Saturday, will hold several 
rounds of talks but could 
also cany out on-site 
inspections, she said. 


The mission, expected to 
fast five days, is the third of 
its kind since a crisis last 
month between Baghdad 
and toe U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM) for 
disarming post-war Iraq. 

Iraqi authorities barred 
UNSCOM inspectors from 
a number of sites, trigger- 
ing a warning of new sanc- 
tions from the UJ'I. Securi- 
ty Council. 

U.N. experts in germ 
warfare are also currently 
in Iraq investigating its 
biological weapons pro- 
gramme* and a chemical 
team wrapped up a mission 
earlier this month, without 


any new incidents reported 
by UNSCOM. 

Under the terms of the 
1991 Gulf war ceasefire, 
UNSCOM is charged with 
eliminating Iraq’s nuclear, 
biological and chemicals 
weapons as well as Scud 
missiles with a range of 
more than 150 kilometres. 

UNSCOM suspects Iraq, 
which has been under sanc- 
tions since its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, of con- 
cealing banned missiles. In 
toe war to liberate Kuwait 
Iraq fired Scuds at Israel 
and Saudi Arabia. 





Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali receives senior Palestinian official, Nabil 
Shaath, Sunday. Mr. Shaath also met with His Majesty King Hussein to discuss 
current affairs (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 

PNA-Israel confidence building 
offers slim chance — Shaath 


By Tsreq Ayyoab 
Spei to! :/j the Jor Jar. Turn'. 

AMMAN — His Majesty- 
King Hussein on Sunday 
met with senior Palestin- 
ian negotiator Nabil Shaath 
who conveyed a message 
from Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The agency said that the 
message focused on “obsta- 
cles that impede negotia- 
tions (with Israel) and the 
Palestinian stand regarding 
toe impasse that toe peace 
process is facing.” 

The agency added that 
the message also included 
toe “Palestinian percep- 
tions to overcome the dead- 
lock and efforts exerted in 
this regard.” 

Petra said that during the 
meeting. His Majesty 
stressed toe need to exert 


all possible efforts neces- 
sary' to overcome peace 
process hurdles. 

. Dr. Shaath told reporters 
following his meeting with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali that the 
Palestinian side believe that 
“confidence building mea- 
sures between Israel and 
the Palestinians have a slim 
chance to succeed.” 

Dr. Shaath was comment- 
ing on a meeting he held 
with Israeli Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak MonJechai at 
the residence of the Egypt- 
ian ambassador to Israel, 
Mohammed Basyouni. in 
Hertsilia last Thursday. 

The two officials agreed 
on some confidence-build- 
ing measures that would 
pave toe way for the 
resumption of toe four- 
month-old stalled peace 
talks. 


“Allowing us to operate 
the airport, to build the har- 
bour. to operate the safe 
passage between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, to 
free prisoners, and to con- 
tinue redeployment. All of 
these are commitments that 
Israel should have imple- 
mented before," Dr. Shaath 
said following his meeting 
with Dr. Majali. 

“Now if it (Israel) imple- 
ments these measures, it 
will create confidence 
between the two parties and 
will allow us to proceed." 
he added. 

“Proceeding then would 
require freezing all settle- 
ment activities and going 
immediately into the 
permanent settlement 


(Continued on page 3) 


Two Israeli soldiers injured 
in occupied south Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Two Israeli soldiers were 
injured Sunday in an attack 
by Hizbollah guerrillas in 
southern Lebanon, officials 
said, sparking a retaliatory 
Israeli bombardment. 

In Tel Aviv, an Israeli mil- 
itary spokesman said the 
two soldiers were injured 
during a clash with Hizbol- 
lah fighters in toe central 
part of toe self-declared 
Israeli “security zone” in 
southern Lebanon. 

The Voice of Lebanon, 
the radio station of toe 
Israeli-allied South 

Lebanese Army (SLA), 
said the soldiers received 
treatment for their wounds 
on toe scene. 

In a statement released in 


Beirut. Hizbollah said its 
fighters opened fire wnth 
automatic weapons and 
anti-tank rockets on an 
Israeli position in the area 
of Dabshe. 

Hizbollah militants also 
attacked an Israeli position 
near Ali Taher and opened 
fire on an Israeli tank head- 
ing for the position, it said. 

In response. Israel bom- 
barded the village of Kfart- 
ibnit on toe central sector of 
toe zone with around 60 
shells, seriously damaging 
five houses and destroying 
two cars, a Lebanese police 
officer said. 

“At least two families 
escaped death after toe 
Israeli shells partly dam- 
aged their homes while 


Scepticism alongside 
at Medpartenariat a 


they were sleeping early 
Sunday morning.” he 
added. 

An Israeli soldier was 
slightly injured Thursday in 
a Hizbollah attack in the 
buffer zone set up by Israel 
in southern Lebanon to pre- 
vent attacks on its northern 
border. 

Twelve Israeli soldiers 
have been killed and 51 
injured in southern 
Lebanon since the begin- 
ning of the year. 

The latest Hizbollah 
attack came a day after a 
Lebanese civilian was 
killed in an Israeli bom- 
bardment in southern 
Lebanon. Israel expressed 
regret over toe death. 


optimism 


By Gftafia Ain! 

Jor-i-m Time'. faff Reporter 

AMMAN — While Jor- 
danian businessmen were 
sceptical that the Med- 
partenariat gathering in 
Amman would lead to solid 
joint venture projects with 
European companies, their 
visiting counterparts, 
expressed high hopes that 
the meeting would yield 
positive results. 

“European businessmen 
are coming here to sell 
their products, only few of 
them wanted to establish 
joint ventures” Samer 
Zureikat from the Yamama 
Agricultural Products 
Industrial Company said 
Sunday. 

A representative from 
Northern Ireland, Frank 


Galbraith said Jordan's 
“tremendous competitive 
advantage and high man- 
agerial skills." that could 
lead to future joint ventures 
between companies from 
Jordan and the United 
Kingdom. 

Mr. Galbraith, whose 
company provides manage- 
rial services, complimented 
the level of Jordanian com- 
panies participating at the 
meeting, and expressed 
willingness to exchange 
services with businessmen 
in the Kingdom. 

The representatives of the 
Italian delegation said they 
were satisfied with results 
achieved in Amman. Sant 
Bassotti, toe counsellor of 
the Italian delegation, said 
that some contracts were 
already signed with Jor- 


danian companies, but did 
not elaborate. 

Most of rhe 150 Jordan- 
ian companies present at 
the gathering appeared 
eager to penetrate Euro- 
pean markets and stressed 
the need to market Jordan- 
ian products that enjoy a 
competitive advantage. 

“'We could provide Euro- 
pean countries with access 
to Arab markets anJ they 
could in return assist us in 
penetrating non-iraditional 
markets” said Amer 
Malakh, a Jordanian partic- 
ipant from the pharmaceu- 
tical sector. 

However. Khaled Kurdi 
from the Advanced Engi- 
neering Technologies Cor- 
poration said: “Jordan will 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Israel turns on Palestinian 


official over flag-burning 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Frayed Israeli- 
Palestinian relations plum- 
meted to a new low Sunday 
after Israel reacted with 
fury to pictures of a senior 
Palestinian official tram- 
pling on the ashes of a burnt 
Israeli flag. 

Israeli politicians from 
across the ideological spec- 
trum turned on Ahmed 
Qoureia, the speaker of the 
Palestinian Legislative 
Council, after protesters 
burned the Star of David in 
front of him Sunday. 

But Mr. Qoureia defended 
his actions, saying he did 
not take part in the flag 
burning at a protest in the 
West Bank city of Ramallah 
and warning that the inci- 
dent indicated the level of 
anger in the Palestinian ter- 


climate the presence of Mr. 
Qoureia at such an incident 
has touched a raw Israeli 


ntones. 

Television pictures 

showed Mr. Qoureix con- 
sidered a moderate who 
helped seal the 1993 Osh 
peace accords, watching as 
youths burned an image of 
the flag before walking 
over the spot where ashes 
had gathered. 

Dozens of Israeli flags — 
usually crudely painted on 
pieces of cloth — have 
been burned in violent 
protests in the West Bank in 
recent weeks, but in the 
current politjcally-charged 


nerve. 

“This shameful action 
destroys confidence and 
insults every Israeli and 
every Jew," said Danny 
Neveh. spokesman for 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

Israeli opposition leader 
Ehud Barak called the inci- 
dent a ‘"degrading act" and 
urged Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat to publicly 
condemn it. 

But in an interview with 
the Israeli Maariv daily Mr. 
Qoureix also known as Abu 
Alax played the incident 
down. 

“I did not bum any flags, 
but the young Palestinians 
are boiling with anger. I did 
not know they were going 
to bum this flag. And who 
knows what they will bum 
next time," he said. 

"The Israeli government 
is pushing the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
into desperate straits and as 
it (PNA) is losing the confi- 
dence of Palestinians on the 
streets, who are becoming 
desperate.” be added. 

A measure of Palestinian 
anger over the collapse of 
the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process was evident 
Sunday in the West Bank 


Israelis arrested for trying 
to bum Palestinian flag 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM .(AFP) — Five Israeli right- 
wingers were arrested Suntfey for trying 10 biftiLtk Pales- 
tinian flag outside the unofficial. PaleStimaftheadquarters 
in Arab:. east Jerusalem, police, said.Israeli police suc- 
ce«ied in stoppmg outlawed ranti- 

Arab group Kaih 'from banimg the ;flag oui$de'Oncx& 
House. The action of-Thd extremists came in retaliation 
for the ian3ri^rflag bn Saturday, by Pales- 

tinians in the West Bank town of Ramallah. 


city of Hebron, where 
Palestinian youths clashed 
again with Israeli forces 
occupying 20 per cent of 
the city. 

More than 300 Palestini- 
ans and 18 soldiers have 
been hurt in almost daily 
clashes in Hebron over the 
past five weeks. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
peace negotiations have 
been stalled since Israel 
began building Jewish set- 
tlements on a hill in occu- 
pied Arab east Jerusalem in 
mid-March, but in recent 
days Israeli officials have 
expressed concern the secu- 
rity situation in the Pales- 
tinian territories is worsen- 


ing. 

Fn further signs of ten- 
sion. Israeli Defence Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai 
stopped two senior army 


officers from holding a 
meeting with Mr. Arafat, 
and a Palestinian house 
built without an Israeli per- 
mit was razed in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Ahmad Tibi, an adviser to 
Mr. Arafat, pinned the 
blame for the deterioration 
firmly in Israel's court and 
said it was inevitable 
youths would express their 
anger by burning Israeli 
flags. 

"It is a natural reaction to 
the current situation of con- 
flict," Mr. Tibi told Israeli 
radio. 

The Palestinians are 
demanding an end to all 
settlement building before 
they return to the negotiat- 
ing table, something Mr. 
Netanyahu has rejected out 
of hand. 


Palestinians open Jerusalem shopping festival 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinians in Arab 
east Jerusalem opened a 
shopping festival Saturday 
to encourage commercial 
and cultural nightlife in an 
area suffering under Israeli 
security measures. 

Palestinian merchants 
hoped the event would 
spark commercial activity 
in Arab east Jerusalem, 
which has been cut off from 
the Gaza Strip and other 
parts of the West Bank by 
protracted Israeli closures. 

“This festival is to con- 
front the Israeli plan of iso- 
lating Arab Jerusalem, its 
economic resources from 
the rest of the West Bank," 
Hassib Nashashibi. a festi- 
val committee member, told 
Reuters. 


"It's important to break 
the Israeli siege and reacti- 
vate commercial movement 
which has been handi- 
capped by this siege." Mr. 
Nashashibi said. 

Hundreds of people gath- 
ered for the opening cere- 
mony at one of the old city's 
gates where a Palestinian 
official spoke and a popular 
Arab singer. Reem 'Banna, 
broke the usual silence of 
the city's muted evenings. 

The Jerusalem shopping 
festival is offering discounts 
in local shops and on hotel 
rooms to encourage partici- 
pation. The festival has also 
introduced daily walking 
tours of the Old City and 
has scheduled concerts. 

Festival organisers said 
thev want to fill what have 


become empty streets by 
sunset and hope to do so by 
keeping shops open and 
bringing in entertainment. 

Israel imposed a closure 
on Gaza and most of the 
West Bank about three 
years ago for security rea- 
sons. making it difficult for 
most Palestinians to fre- 
quent shops in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Israel seized Arab east 
Jerusalem after the 1967 
Middle East war and 
claimed the whole city as its 
capital. The claim is not 
recognised internationally. 
Palestinians want Arab east 
Jerusalem as the capital of a 
future state. 

“We've asked Palestinians 
in Israel to come to the fes- 
tival and they have come, so 


if Israel aims to empty 
Jerusalem of its Arab resi- 
dents and destroy its econo- 
my by the closure in order 
to Judaise it. it won’t hap- 
pen," said another organiser, 
who did not want to be 
identified 

On the opening night pop- 
ular Arab singer from Tunis, 
Lutfi Bushnaq. performed a 
coniert in one of the city's 
archaeological sites. Other 
groups from Algeria and 
Morocco are scheduled to 
perform during the two- 
week festival. 

"This is the first step in a 
long-term programme to 
support the steadfastness of 
the (Palestinian) people of 
Jerusalem." said Palestinian 
official Faisal Husseini. 


Hawatmeh warns of uprising against Arafat x 


DUBAI (AFP) — A 
Palestinian opposition 
leader warned Sunday 
that a new anti-Israeli 
uprising is brewing in the 
autonomous territories 
but this time it will also 
target the Palestinian 
National Authority 
i PNA) and Yasser Arafat. 

The unrest in the terri- 
tories is "a dress 
rehearsal for a big upris- 
ing which has become 
inevitable" said Nayef 
Hawatmeh. leader of the 
Damascus-based Democ- 
ratic Front for the Liber- 
ation of Palestine 


(DFLP). 

Mr. Hawatmeh told A1 
Khaleej daily in the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates (UAE) 
that the uprising would 
be aimed against Israeli 
occupation and settle- 
ments "but also against 
the Palestinian National 
Authority’ if it continues 
with its dictatorship and 
corruption “ 

Comiption and the 
multiple security ser- 
vices have been eating up 
9 1 per cent of the Pales- 
tinian budget. he 
charged. 

The DFLP leader said 


he has proposed a recon- 
ciliation dialogue with 
Mr. Arafat on the condi- 
tion that he "makes 
goodwill gestures and 
halls all negotiations 
with Israel until the 
/Jewish) settlements are 
stopped." 

Mr. Hawatmeh also 
said Israel was blocking 
his return to the Palestin- 
ian territories as well as 
of George Habash. leader 
of the opposition Popular 
From for the Liberation 
of Palestine (PFLP). 

Both the DFLP and 
PFLP are opponents of 


Mr. Arafat's autonomy 
deals with Israel. 

With the peace process 
at a standstill because of 
Israel’s settlement activi- 
ty. around 260 Palestini- 
ans and 20 Israeli sol- 
diers have been wounded 
in five weeks of clashes 
in the divided West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

An intifada, or upris- 
ing. raged in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip 
between I9S7 and 1993 
before the signing of the 
Declaration of Principles 
which led to limited 
Palestinian autonomy. 


TVirkish president regrets number 
of journalists who remain in jail 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
President Suleyman 

Demirel Sunday expressed 
regret at the number of jour- 
nalists imprisoned in Turkey 
at a meeting with a Western 
delegation of reporters seek- 
ing tit dr release. Anatolian 
News Agency said. 

"I am sorry that Turkey is 
the country with the highest 
number of journalists in 
prison," Mr. Demirel told 
reporters at a meeting with 
members of the Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
at the presidential palace. 

The delegation was Jed by 
Terry Anderson, a former 
Associated Press reporter 
held hostage in Lebanon for 
seven years. The group was 
also to meet Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz and other 
politicians to protest at 
media freedom violations. 

At least 78 journalists are 
jailed in Turkey over 
charges connected with their 
work, according to CPJ fig- 
ures. 

Most are imprisoned 
under Turkey's anti-terror- 
ism laws for spreading "sep- 
aratist propaganda" in 
reporting the insurgency by 
Kunfisb rebels seeking self- 



Turkish President Suleyman Demirel (right) receives a book from U-S. journal- 
ist Teny Anderson, deputy chairman of the Committee to Protect Journalists, 
Sunday, during a visit by a delegation asking for freedom for jailed Turkish 
journalist Isik Yurtcu (Reuters photo) 


rule in the southeast of the 
country. 

Mr. Demirel said work 
was continuing on reform- 
ing the legal framework for 
press freedom and said this 
had to be seen in the context 
of the conflict with the sepa- 
ratist Kurdish Labour Party 


(PKK). 

“If somebody supports ter- 
rorism, whoever it is, our 
people cannot support 
them" he said. 

Turkey’s armed forces 
have fought the PKK since 
1984 in~a bitter struggle 
which has killed more than 


25,000 people. 

On Wednesday, ihe dele- 
gation is to visit jailed edi- 
tor Ocak Isik Yurtcu, now in 
the third year of an almost 
1 6-year sentence. The CPJ 
l3st November gave Mr. 
Yurtcu its International 
Press Freedom Award. 


Kuwaiti MPs call 
for slowdown in 


reconciliation 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A group of deputies 
have called on the government to slow down the 
pace of reconciliation with Arab states accused 
by Kuwait of siding with Iraq during the 1990- 
1991 Gulf crisis, a deputy said Sunday. 

Deputy Hassan Jawhar said JO deputies sub- 
mitted a non-binding "recommendation that the 
government should not go veiy fast in normalis- 
ing relations between Kuwait and governments 
which sided with Iraq during the invasion.” 

Mr. Jawhar, one of the supporters of the pro- 
posal submitted Saturday, said the move was 


prompted by signs of rapprochement-witir Jor- 
dan. Sudan and Yemen, and that speeding up rec- 


onciliation was opposed by a "majority, 
ment" 

Kuwait froze ties with all three Arab states after 
they failed to condemn the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. Kuwait has a charge 
d’affaires in all three countries, but their respec- 
tive embxssies here are closed. 

Last week, Kuwait and Jordan resumed air 
links by their national carriers and a Sudanese 
minister of state visited here for the first time 
since 1 990 canying a letter for Emir Sheikh Jaber 
Ahmad Sabah. 

A Kuwaiti delegation of academics also trav- 
elled to Sanaa last week and met Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Abdullah Saleh, although the govern- 
ment said this was a private initiative. 

“MPs want the Foreign Minister (Sheikh Sabah 
Ahmad Sabah) and the cabinet in general to slow 
down until the Kuwaiti people are prepared and 
ready" for restoring links. Mr. Jawhar said. 

Diplomats say restoring full diplomatic tics is 
likely to be a slow process despite the initiatives, 
which they say arc mainly aimed at preparing 
public opinion. 

Sheikh Sabah, who is also currently acting 
prime minister, said last month that normalisation 
with certain Arab countries “which adopted a 
pro-Iraqi stance will take place in the near 
future.'' 

Parliament also held two secret sittings last 
month to discuss the government’s foreign poli- 
cy. including normalisation. 

Apart from Jordan. Sudan and Yemen, Kuwait 
also accused the Palestinian leadership of Yasser 
Arafat of supporting Baghdad after llic invasion 
and froze ties. 


Iraq mocks Lebanon’s lack of 
independence on Arab Games 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq, left 
out in the cold, mocked 
Lebanon’s independence Sun- 
day for barring Iraqi athletes 
from the Pan-Arab Games 
under pressure from financial 
backers Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Official Iraqi newspapers, 
however, carefully avoided any 
criticism of Syria, which con- 
trols Lebanon but still allowed 
the athletes to protest at the 
Lebanese border, where they 
were refused entry visas. 

I "The. fact that, the Lebanese 

i 


■ authorities banned the entry of 
iee for a 


Iraqi athletes in exchange 

‘‘me iimBOMlvsmr 

that this government does not 
respect the independence of 
Lebanon and sold out at a low 
price,” said Babel. 

“The Lebanese government 
has dented Lebanon's dignity," 
said the newspaper run by Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein's son 
Uday. It questioned "this gov- 
ernment’s ability to represent 
the country and embody its 
independence and freedom.” 

"What is the value of inde- 
pendence and sovereignty if the 
government of a country fails 
to defend them and if its deci- 
sions can be bought with ill- 
gotten gains?" it asked. 

"The actions of the scum of 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia and 
those who followed them, sali- 
vating at die sight of dollars, 
will remain branded in the red 
iron of shame forever," raged 
another newspaper, A1 Qadis- 
siya. 

Almost 100 Iraqi athletes 
wound up a two-day protest at 
the Syrian-Lebanese border 
Saiurday. as the Arab Games 
opened in Beirut. 

"We arc leaving with lots of 
bitterness in our hearts because 
of this inhospitable change of 


attitude and the fact that oor 
Lebanese brothers have been 
the victims of Kuwaiti black- 
mail " said the team leader, Asil 
Tabra. 

Despite an Arab League invi- 
tation for Iraq to take part in 
the July 12-27 games, the 
Lebanese government imposed 
the ban after pressure from 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, two 
major aid donors to its post-war 
reconstruction programme. 

Kuwait threatened to boycott 
the games if Iraq take part The 
emirate contributed $6 million 
and Saudi Arabia $20 million 
-for the -reconstruction of the 
Beirut Sports City, venue of the 
games. 

The ban was welcomed in 
Kuwait. 

"This decision is the most 
important medal the Lebanese 
could award us,” said the presi- 
dent of the Kuwaiti Olympic 
Committee. Sheikh Ahmad 
Fahd Sabah, whose father was 
killed in Iraq’s August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

But AI Thawra newspaper in 
Baghdad called on the Arab 
League to punish the Lebanese 
government for "violating its 
decision to invite Iraq." 

Arab League Secretary Gen- 
eral Esmat Abdul Meguid tried 
in vain last week to persuade 
Lebanon to allow the Iraqi ath- 
letes to contest the games fat 
the first times since the 1991 
Gulf war which liberated 
Kuwait. 

There was no official word on 
the implications of the ban on 
ties with Beirut. Lebanon* 
which cut diplomatic relations 
in 1994 after an Iraqi dissident 
was assassinated in Beintf^b* 5 
recently been reactivate 
links with Iraq. 
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01:20 .... Amsterdam. Damasas(KU' 


•sriVLJvl 


15:40 Sphuu - — 

Neighbours. St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 

16:30 Deep Water Haven Church of the Ami uni cation 

17:00 Ocean Girl Tel 637440. 

17:15 Nature by Profession De la Satie Church Tel 66 1 757. 

18:10 French Programmes Terra Sanda Church Tel 622366 

19:15 French Programme Anglican Church Tel 652S26. 

19:00 News in French Armenian Catholic Church Tel 

19:30 News Headline 77 133 1. 

19:35 Comedy — Murphy Armenian Orthodox Church 
Brown Tel. 775261. 

20:00 .The Giani Nile St Ephraim Church Tel 771751. 

20:30 Babylon 5 Amman International Church 

21:10 Highlander Tel. 55 16245 

22:00 News in English Evangelical Lutheran Church 

22:35 Law and Order Tel. 824328. 

23:15 Homicide German-speakinc Evangelical 

Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 

PRAYER TIMES 654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 

<W:0Z Fajr 675691. 

0^:35 (Sunrise) Duha The Evangelical Local Church 

12:41 J)huhr in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

1&21 'Asr English-speaking 

19:48 Maghreb Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

21*1 Tsha 6 14 1 90. 

CTV RC HE5 WEATHER 

St Mairjjf Nazareth Church Bulletin supplied by the Deport- 
Sweifkh. Tel. 81 0740 went of Meteorology 

Assemblies of God Church Tel Temperatures are expected to dip 
, 632785. slightly remaining around average 


with winds northwesterly moder- 
ate to acme. In Aqaba, winds will 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 

MiniMax. Icinp. 

Amman 2 1/3 1 

Aqaba. 27/40 

Deserts .. 19/36 

Jordan Valley 25/38 

Yesterday’s, high temperatures: 
Amman 54. Aqaba 41 Humidity 
readings: Amman 28 per cent 
Aqaba 21 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dn Khalil AlTusIuq — 757253 

Dr. Bahjat Bader 832642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim _...830432 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 893542 

Funs pharmacy .661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy .778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 


Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

AJ Quds pharmacy { — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi .685445 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637 ) 1 1 

Chi DefenreDepatma* .661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

....... .. 630341 

Civil t^fencc Emctgencv 199 

Rescue Pbticc^ 19^ 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

WirerA Sewage CompLae .£97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - 623101 

Abduli Tel Repairs 661 1 0 1 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Waler Authority .680100 

J. Electricity Authority 8156 15 

Electric Power Co -.636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Husdn Medical Centre —81 38 1 3/32 

Khalidi Maternity- 644281/6 

Akilch Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

MaJhas.J. Amman. 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhnjreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bxshir. 775111/26 

Army, Marita 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital -674155 

The Arab Centre for fjeart and 
Special Surgery - 865 199 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Covl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hifcina Modem Hospital 

(09)990*190 

CRB1D: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Oilltolic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nofecs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 

(03)314 IK 

FQ RJTjQR^YgLL E^ 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ\ information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport Tel ( 08153200-5 . 
where it should nbeays be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 08 ($2?O0). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05 — Damascus (RJ) 

08:05 .Sanaa (RJ) 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

09:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

10:20 — Duhai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:25 .Beirut (RJ) 

15:25 Kuwait (RJ) 

17:10 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

17:40 New York. Amsterdam. 
(RJ) 

18:50 London, Milan (RJ) 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

22:15 Bangkok. Kuala Lumpur 
(RJ) 

23:20 Casablanca (RJ) 

02:50 Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

14:10 . — Mascot, Bahrain (GF) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

16:50 — Doha (QR) 

19:00 Khartoum (SD) 

19-50 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20:15 „ ...... J3ubai(EK) 

21:10 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

21:10 Beirur/ME) 

22:15 Cairo (MS) 

23 JO Athens (OA) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RflTBgWS' ; 

06:45 .Beirut flU); 

09:10 JCuwairflU) 

11:00 ...XasabtacaflU 1 - 

1 1 :55 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) i 

12:00 Riyadh 

12:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (W) : 

13:25 __.Loadon(kn 

13 35 ....JranfcfcftflO? 

16:45 ! .CanodtDj 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RD 1 

22:05 „J>ubaL Muscat 

23:45 'Ain. Aba Dhabi (W>; 

23:45 .Satan (Rh 

23:59 Damascus (Rfi 

04:30 JDhahraa(Rfi 


Other Flights 
06:15 ...... 


..Istanbul 


08:45 

09:10 -.—.Xffldofi W 

15:00 .Bafearafljfl 


15:50 ....... 




17:50 


20:00 JKharttfimfSB) 

21:10 

23:15. i 


23:55 DamfiSCUS , Fi»<jfi i 

0230 

04:00.. - AikM* 0 "; 
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Psychiatrists counsel against 
death penalty for Dakamseh 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — 7\vo psychia- 
trist^ in the case of Cpl. 
Ahmad Dakamseh the Jor- 
danian, soldier accused of 
killing sevep Israeli school-, 
girls in March,- recom- 
mended Sunday that the 
accused nor be convicted of 
■ premeditated -murder. 

The two expert witnesses, 
SBjQunopcd by the Military 
Court {devaluate diverging 
reports regarding the psy- 
chological state of Cpi. 
Dakamseh, maintained thai 
an assailant who suffers 
from an antisocial mental 
disorder is globally consid- 
ered as guilty of lesser 
charge. 

‘-psychologists do not 
consider a murder commit- 
ted by a person who suffers 
from (the antisocial] disor- 
der as premeditated,” 
according to Dr. Awni 
George Saad. 

“[Worldwide] , if a person 
Is convicted of murder, he 
is considered guilty of 
manslaughter,” he added. 
“If declared guilty, be 
receives either a reduced 
sentence or is sent to an 
appropriate hospital.” 

Dr. Saad's testimony 
came one day after Cpl. 
Dakamseh’s attorney. Hus- 
sein Mjaii, cast aspersions 
on reports prepared by two 
military psychiatrist 

experts. 

The court then sum- 
moned rwo psychiatrist to 
give a final evaluation on 
Cpl. D akams eh’s mental 
state. 

Previous reports regard- 
ing Cpl. Dakamseh’s men- 
tal state indicate that he suf- 
fers a mental disorder 
which incapacitates his 
ability to actions. 

However, yesterday Dr. 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON : 

FILM \ 

*"Espion Leve-toi” at 
the French Cultural Cen- 
tre. Jabal Weibdeh at 
8:30 p.m. 

; LECTURE 

7 “Roman Aqaba Project 
by Marie Louise Mussel! 
at the Ameri can Center 
of Orienntal Research 
tfeL 846117V ~at;7:00 
pin. 

• • _ . ^ • 

EXHIBITIONS- 


' ; * WOTkslwIracp artiste 
ARC Ad ;Nawar 
Hus sein -at j}afadoa- Alt 
rtiens‘:Sta^t 






^fArtWKksby: Salam- 
rifled^ CHprii 
Jerusalem to Nablus” >uf 

the V jorfan j-'.-Btyfif 
Designs- showroom* 
Jabal AmmanvUntff July 
15 (Tel: *13081}; 

*Pboto exhibition enb;' 
tied “Jerusalem' in -Dan-'; 
aft ?* : 6y. , Khali cT _ Al? 
Zaghati- .at, the Modem 
Educadohai .School, 
Rhalda, Bhdl July 3 L 
Photography extebi- 

tj'on hy Jab. Kassay. at’ 
the Frerich Cen- 

tre, Jabal Weibdeh, frntil 
July 29. 1 : '■ 

* Paintings, by . .All Al 
Ghoul -at ^eater 
Amman- Manictgah'ty 
Cultural Department. 
Ras Al "Ain;' until July 

3L, 

■ i ^ilver ; Jewelry «dai- 
bifcori” - : -at. the- -Jcnxfen 
Desist aqd . Trade Centre 
of; Noor y Al : - ^usson' 
Foundation^ Jcdy^ 

f*Cbnteaiporaiy ,Arab. 

Artists; ~y VExhip&an", 

Shewing works .jjfftiO 1 
Ai^b firtists, at £>aiatA£ 


Saad told-the court that psy- 
chological manuals 

describe cases such as that 
evidenced by CpL Dakam- 
seh as “psychological 
impairments” which are 
“not considered diseases." 

“Those who are affected 
by this disorder understand 
[that they have committed a 
certain] act and are able to 
differentiate between right 
and wrong, but fail to 
realise the impact of their 
deeds." he addki. 

A person affected by such 
a mental disorder “tends to 
be aggressive and might be 
compelled to satisfy certain 
sexual desires," he added. 

The psychiatrist added 
that such persons are inca- 
pable of working long 
hours in which case they 
become “nervous and easi- 
ly provoked.” ~ 

Cpl. Dakamseh’s col- 
leagues previously testified 
rhat on March 19, the date 
of the shooting, the defen- 
dant had worked for 20 
hours continuously. 

The defendant maintained 
that he was provoked by 
Israeli girls who, he said, 
teased him as he was per- 
forming his noon prayer at 
Baqoura, close to the Israeli 
border. 

“If a person suffering 
from an antisocial mental 
disorder feels provoked, he 
tends to react in a compul- 
sive manner such that he 
does not stop to consider 
the impact of his actions on 
those around him,” accord- 
ing to Dr. Saad. 

Professor of Psychiatry at 
the University of Iordan Dr. 
Nizam Saleh Abu Hijleh 
confirmed Dr. Saad's testi- 
mony. 

According to Dr. Abu 
Hijleh, an antisocial disor- 
der generally begins at a 
very young stage and can 


be successfully treated if 
diagnosed before die age 
of 35 years. 

"Different mental health 
manuals define a person 
suffering from this disorder 
and committing murder as 
not fully responsible for his 
act,” the professor main- 
tained. “[However], these 
manuals do not describe the 
accused as guilty of no 
responsibility over his 
acts.” 

“This means that the 
judge has the jurisdiction to 
rule as to whether to incar- 
cerate him or otherwise rec- 
ommend suitable treat- 
ment," Dr. Abu Hijleh stat- 
ed. “English (psychiatrists) 
would describe this case as 
a failure of will as said per- 
son is unable to control his 
acts." 

Following the court ses- 
sion, Defence Attorney 
Hussein Mjaii expressed 
his satisfaction over the 
day’s testimonies. 

An abending legal expert, 
who requested anonymity, 
stated that the psychiatrists’ 
statements mitigate the pos- 
sibility of a death sentence 
in the case. 

Cpl. Dakamseh sat quiet- 
ly behind the black bars of 
his cage occasionally read- 
ing from the Koran. 

His family members were 
permitted to attend the 90- 
minute session and clapped 
their hands and ululated 
when the defendant 
appeared. 

Reporters were allowed 
to cover the session, but 
photographers were banned 
entry. 

Presiding Justice 

Brigadier Ma’moun Kha- 
sawneh adjourned the ses- 
sion and fixed next Satur- 
day as the date to issue a 
verdict in the case. 


Princess inspects swimming team 

IRBID (Petra) — Honorary President of the Jordanian 
Swimming Federation (JSF) HRH Princess Ghida Talal 
Sunday inspected a swimming training camp at Hassan 
Youth City in Irbid. The camp trains members of the 
national swimming team which will be taking part in the 
Arab Sports Tournament which already started in Beirut. 
Princess Ghida was briefed by team members and train- 
ers on the week-long preparations for the Jordanian team’s 
participation in the tournament. 

10 killed in car accidents last month 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ten people were killed and 38 
injured in 723 accidents last month, according to a statis- 
tics bulletin issued by the Traffic Department Sunday. 
According to the bulletin, around 65 per cent of the acci- 
dents occurred in the Amman goveraorate, 10.4 per cent 
in the Zarqa govemorate and 1.1 per cent in the Mafraq 
goveraorate. Most of the individuals injured were aged 
between 10 and 20 years. Driving in the wrong lane 
accounted for 18.6 per cent of the accidents and 13.S per 
cent resulted from not giving right-of-way. Disregard of 
traffic signs, reckless chiving, loss of control over vehi- 
cles, surpassing die speeding limit and reversing wrongly 
were also listed as the major causes of these accidents. 

Yemeni delegation on visit to Jordan 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Yemeni police delegation Tuesday 
initiated a five-day official visit to Jordan during which it 
is slated to hold talks with Public Security Department 
(PSD) Director General Ll General Nasouh Muhieddin 
and senior PSD officers on prisoner rehabilitation. The 
delegation wifi visit Siwaqa and Juweideh rehabilitation 
centres as well as the Royal Police Academy. 

JUST receives U.S. delegation 

RAMTHA (Petra) — Jordan University for Science and 
, Technology (JUST) President Sa’d Hijazi Sunday 
received a delegation from the U.S.-based University of 
Willamette, currently tin. a visit to Jordan to study univer- 
sity education in the Kingdom. 

Touqan presents credentials 

BRUSSELS (Petra) — Jordanian Ambassador to Bel- 
gium, the Netherlands and Luxembourg Umayya Touqan 
Sunday presented his credentials to Che European Com- 
missioner Jacques Santierre, who voiced his appreciation 
for Jordanian efforts and its pivotal role in the Middle East 
peace process. Dr. Touqan stressed the need for increasing 
European support to Jordan to buttress its efforts to foster 
democracy and liberalise its economy. 


Shaath’s visit to Amman 


(Continued from page 1) 

equation.” the Palestinian 
official emphasised. 

“This attempt is a part of 
the Egyptian initiative, with 
American support, that 
aimed at leading us to dis- 
cuss a settlement freeze and 
to move into final status 


talks," he said adding that 
“in my opinion hope to suc- 
ceed in our efforts is very 
stint.” 

The Palestinian negotia- 
tor noted that the confi- 
dence-building measures 
“are not an alternative to a 
settlement freeze and the 
resumption of negotia- 


Opposition, independents to debate 
possible boycott of general elections 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Opposition parties and indepen- 
dents are expected to convene this evening to 
deliberate a possible boycott of the 1997 general 
elections. 

The debate concerning the boycott was revived 
by a decision taken last week by the Shura Coun- 
cil of the Muslim Brotherhood. Jordan’s 
strongest opposition movement. 

In an historic statement, issued Wednesday, the 
Brotherhood’s overall leader, Abdul Majeed 
Thneibat, announced that his movement called 
for a general boycott as a step aimed at pushing 
the government to "abolish all temporary laws." 

Opposition parties have repeatedly voiced their 
dissension to amendments, introduced in May, to 
the 1993 Press and Publications Law. 

These amendments have been strongly con- 
demned by international press freedom groups. 

The revision, introduced in the form of a tem- 
porary law, augmented topics considered forbid- 
den to report, raised fines for violations of the 
Law, and empowered courts to suspend publica- 
tion of any paper found transgressing the law. 

The opposition maintains that such new regu- 
lations, coinciding with preparations for this 
autumn’s elections, might narrow political par- 


ties’ opportunities to conduct effective cam- 
paigns. 

Islamists and leftists have also objected to the 
means in which the Ministry of Interior is cur- 
rently monitoring their financial resources and 
conducting inspections of their annual budgets. 

In a letter to Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid 
two weeks ago, 11 opposition parties, grouped 
into the Higher Committee for Coordination 
among the opposition parties, strongly criticised 
the ministry’s appointment of a private auditing 
firm to conduct these inspections. 

They also complained that auditors were ask- 
ing “some parties" for documentation unrelated 
to financial issues, such as “names and address- 
es of party members." a source from the Jordan’s 
People Democratic Party told the Jordan Times. 

The opposition deems the one-person, one- 
vote system, introduced by temporary law in 
1993 and left unchanged by May’s temporary 
Election Law, as aimed at minimising its pres- 
ence in Parliament. 

In a tribal society, opposition leaders say, vot- 
ers tend to base their one vote on family and trib- 
al affiliations, and not political considerations. 

In a meeting with the press Saturday night. Mr. 
Thneibat invited opposition parties and indepen- 
dent personalities to develop a “national pro- 
gramme" based on constitutional reform. 


The Brotherhood’s decision to boycott the 
elections, he stressed, “is not a declaration of 
war, but a request for reform." 

Most opposition panics, including some cen- 
trist parties, like the pan- Arabist AT Mustaqbal, 
held separate executive council meetings on Sat- 
urday night to discuss the Muslim Brotherhood's 
appeal to boycott elections and develop a nation- 
al programme to achieve constitutional reform. 

None of the parties' leaders, however, would 
disclose the results of Saturday's meetings. 

Subsequent to an executive committee meet- 
ing, also Saturday, the Islamic Action Front 
(1AF) issued a statement saying that a final delib- 
eration on whether ro boycott the elections, 
thereby following the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
earlier decision, had been postponed "in order to 
study the situation with other opposition parties 
and independent personalities." 

“A reconsideration of the Election Law, the 
Press and Publications Law and the level of pub- 
lic freedoms in the country could pave the way 
for rectifying failures accumulated from 1993 
until now,” the statement said. 

“On Monday, we will all present our points of 
view and agree on a common platform." Deputy 
and Ba'athist leader Khalil Haddadin told the 
Jordan Times, declining to elaborate further. 


Majali lauds ministry role 
! in stimulating investments 

j 

AMMAN (Petra) — In a visit to the Ministry of Industry. 
Trade and Supply, Prime Minister Abdul Sal am Majali 
Sunday affirmed that Jordan relies on local and foreign 
investments in order to stimulate the national economy. 

The Kingdom considers the private sector as a main 
impetus ro achieve that goal, he added. 

“The basic elements for attracting investments are secu- 
rity, stability, modernisation and the creation of an oppor- 
tune investment climate.” Dr. Majali asserted. 

The private sector can neither develop nor flourish 
without preparing the necessary infrastructure and facili- 
ties ensuring quick proceedings as regards investment 
operations, he added. 

“This ministry serves as an important government 
department which connects with local. Arab and foreign 
investors," the prime minister stated. “Therefore, its 
employees are expected to act in an exemplary manner, 
reflecting the positive image of the country." 

He caUed for closer cooperation between the ministry 
and other government departments in investment-related 
affairs. 

Minister of Industry, Trade and Supply Hani Mulki out- 
lined steps that his ministry has taken to facilitate proce- 
dures for investors and to coordinate with private sector 
organisations. 

Speaker to visit 
Austria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of toe Lower House of Par- 
liament Sa'd Hayel Srour Sunday left for Vienna at the 
head of a parliamentary delegation on a four-day official 
visit. 

Mr Srour will hold talks with his Austrian counterpart as 
weU as senior Austrian officials on bilateral relations, 
recent political developments, the Middle East peace 
process and the role of Europe in accelerating develop- 
ment in Jordan and toe region. 

Previous to his departure. Mr. Srour stated that means of 
enhancing bilateral cooperation in toe parliamentary field 
and Arab-European partiamentary dialogue will be among 
toe topics discussed. 

He stressed Austria's importance in supporting both 
regional issues and toe economy. 

Mr. Srour lauded Austria’s support of toe Kingdom and 
of Jordan's policies regarding toe establishment of a just, 
durable and comprehensive peace in toe region. 

The Jordanian delegation to toe meetings includes 
Deputies Ali Abul Ragheb, Jamal Khreisha and Anwar 
Hadid. 

Oil spill threatens 
UAE water supply 


(Continued from page 1) 

Beaches across the 
UAE’s northern Gulf 
coast, already suffering 
from oil dumped by ships 
travelling in the strategic 
waterway, were also said 
by residents to be affect- 
ed by the diesel which 
remained on the sea sur- 
face in patches of yellow. 

But environmental 
damage and the threat to 
the Gulf’s diverse marine 
life, which includes green 
turtles and dolphins, had 
been limited because 
temperatures of more 
than 38 degrees Celsius 


Dr. Shaath said that he 
delivered to Dr. Majali and 
Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh invitations to 
visit Gaza Strip to meet 
with Palestinian officials. 

Dr. Tarawneh called upon 
toe U.S. to resume its medi- 
ation role to convince Israel 
and toe Palestinians to go 
back to the negotiations 
table. 


had caused a large part of 
toe diesel to evaporate. 

Diesel, unlike crude oil 
or heavy fuel oil, is a 
light petroleum product 
which remains close to 
the water surface and 
forms a light film capable 
of being broken down 
and evaporated by toe 
sun, rough seas and ocean 
winds, shippers said. 

The UAJE’s largest oil 
spill was in 1994 when 
16,000 tonnes of Iranian 
crude oil caused serious 
damage to the country’s 
eastern coastline and its 
important fishing indus- 
try. 

Last week, Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa 
said that Egyptian media- 
tion. spearheaded by Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s 
political advisor Osama Al 
Baz, has failed to break toe 
ice between toe Palestini- 
ans and Israelis. 

The Egyptian minister 
blamed Israel for toe failure 
to achieve a breakthrough 
in toe talks. 


Tarawneh to meet with Qatari officials 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Fayez 
Tarawneh will attend a joint 
Jordanian-Qatari commit- 
tee meeting to open in toe 
Qatari capital of Doha 
tomorrow. 

The committee will eval- 
uate toe Middle East peace 
process, challenges facing 
the Arab World and ways to 
stimulate collective Arab 
action. Dr. Tarawneh stated 
Sunday. 

The minister, who is leav- 
ing for Doha today at toe 
head of an official delega- 
tion, affirmed that toe joint 
committee will review 
events impacting bilateral 
ties since toe last commit- 
tee meeting in 1996. 

It will also cover the out- 
come of a visit to Jordan 
earlier this year by a Qatari 
economic delegation, he 
added. 

The committee generally 
meets annually to examine 
progress in the implementa- 
tion of joint agreements, 
according to Dr. Tarawneh. 

Topics such as dual taxa- 
tion, cooperation injudicial 
matters, the application of 
internationally-accepted 


standards and specifica- 
tions, investment promo- 
tion, and cooperation in 
electricity generation, 
health, land and maritime 
transport is also on toe 
agenda, he explained. 

The minister affirmed 
that toe committee is also 
expected to sign a number 
of agreements after which 
toe Jordanian delegation 
will meet with Qatari Emir 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khal- 
ifeh Al Thani and other 
senior Qatari officials. 

In reference to toe Middle 
East and North Africa Eco- 
nomic Summit, scheduled 
to convene in November in 
Doha, Dr. Tarawneh assert- 
ed that Jordan regards “the 
meeting as an annual 
event., but there is contro- 
versy now as to toe timing 
of toe conference in view of 
current political circum- 
stances and toe deadlocked 
peace process." 

“During toe 1995 Amman 
summit, participants agreed 
to hold toe 1996 Cairo sum- 
mit and another summit in 
Doha in 1997," he 
explained. “However, it is 
up to Qatar to extend invi- 


tations for the conference." 
Invitations have not been 
dispatched as some coun- 
tries such as Syria and 
Lebanon have already 
declared rheir opposition to 
the meeting, the minister 
stated. 

These countries did not 
attend previous summits 
nor meetings within toe 
multilateral phase of the 
peace process, he added. 

Other countries which did 
participate in previous sum- 
mits have not yet officially 
declared their stand vis-a- 
vis toe Doha summit. 

“We. in Jordan, believe 
that these meetings have 
major benefits especially 
for toe private sector as 
they serve as a real plat- 
form where , businessper- 
sons of various nationalities 
unite," he stated. “Jordan- 
ian participants can also 
benefit as they meet repre- 
sentatives of major banks, 
companies and financial 
institutions.” 

Members of public and 
private sector organisations 
will attend toe meeting with 
toe minister of foreign 
affairs. 


‘Social work volunteers to be recruited’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Min- 
ister of Social Develop- 
ment Mohammad Kheir 
Mamser Sunday 

announced toe start of a 
project to recruit social 
work volunteers in Jordan. 

He also set conditions for 
young men and women 
who express their interest 
in this work. 

According to Dr. 
Mamser, political, social 
and economic develop- 
ments which have affected 
toe Kingdom over toe past 
decades have created soci- 
etal imbalances. 

This has resulted in an 
increase in social prob- 
lems, juvenile delinquency, 
crimes, disability, broken 
families, poverty and 
unemployment. he 

explained. 


The situation has prompt- 
ed toe creation of charita- 
ble and voluntary societies 
in Jordan whose number 
has now risen to 700, toe 
minister stated. 

Dr. Mamser emphasised 
the ministry’s determina- 
tion that persons volunteer 
for social work as a contri- 
bution to the nation. 

Voluntary work enhances 
the spirit of national 
belonging and participa- 
tion in toe execution of 
programmes designed to 
help local communities, he 
stated. 

Citizens wishing to work 
with the ministry must 
abide by ministry rules and 
regulations, remain com- 
mitted to their voluntary 
service, undergo training 
for social work and accept 


whichever service has been 
directed by toe ministry 
which will consider toe 
volunteers' desires and 
strengths. Dr. Mamser 
affirmed. 

Volunteers engaged by 
the ministry must not 
demand that they be given 
permanent work for 
monthly wages nor expect 
financial remuneration for 
their work nor compensa- 
tion for any injury sus- 
tained in toe course of their 
voluntary duty, he stated. 

According to Dr. 
Mamser, volunteers will be 
given work in primary 
health care, cultural and 
artistic fields, social and 
sports affairs and working 
. with scouts as well as other 
-.jobs as assigned by the 
ministry. 


Meeting encourages water reduction 


AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting on water 
consumption Sunday covered equipment 
which various institutions and companies 
might introduce to ration water use. 

Equipment directed for this purpose can 
help reduce water consumption from 
between 30 to 50 per cent, participants said. 

Members also reviewed a task force study 
from the Jordan Environment Society 
(JES), the Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
and toe U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID) which three organ- 
isations sponsored toe meeting. 

Head of the Task Force Abdul Salara 
Kama! described toe meeting as orienting 
various institutions and households on toe 
use of equipment designated to reduce 
water consumption in Jordan. 

According to one USAID representative, 
available water resources in toe Kingdom 
hardly cover 75 per cent of toe country’s 
actual needs for domestic, industrial and 
agricultural purposes. 

However, only 10 firms have installed 
water saving equipment from a total of 230 


firms covered in toe survey, he noted. 

Equipment costs will be compensated 
through a long-term reduction of water use, 
he added. 

Water Authority Secretary General 
Muntoer Khleifal asserted that efforts to 
replace water networks in Jordan, drill arte- 
sian wells, build dams and improve the 
management of water resources include 
employing non-traditional methods to pro- 
vide water. 

The Water Authority is replacing ineffi- 
cient, antiquated pipes which have been 
reported leak up to half of toe water 
pumped therein, he stated. 

It is also launching public awareness 
campaigns to urge citizens to reduce water 
consumption. Mr. Khleifat said. 

Factories, hotels and hospitals are encour- 
aged to install special equipment to reduce 
water consumption, he added. 

Seminar organisers demonstrated the var- 
ious uses of water-saving equipment as 
well as a documentary on same. 
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ETA becomes target of Spain’s 


searing rage after murder 


MADRID (AFP) — Spain’s 
separatist Basque ETA 
movement became the tar- 
get of nationwide rage Sun- 
day as the death of hostage 
Miguel Angel Blanco Garri- 
do blazed across the media. 

“Sons of Bitches," a head- 
line shouted in the newspa- 
per Diario 1 6 soon after San 
Sebastian doctors an- 
nounced Bianco Garrido ’s 
death in hospital at 5:00 
a.m. (0300 GMT) Sunday, 
12 hours after being shot 
twice in the head by his 
ETA captors. 

‘Two Bullets Fired At Us 
All." the respected El 
Mundo headlined, adding 
that unprecedented huge 
public rallies which had 
taken place across Spain 
Saturday had “redrawn the 
lines of Spain’s political 
geography.’* 

~ The tens of thousands 
who had protested Blanco 
Garrido’s abduction Satur- 
day “had not broken the 
murderers’ will, but had at 
least succeeded in proving 
their isolation," El Mundo 
said. 

El Pais agreed, saying the 
“enemies of the people" 
faced retribution from "a 
new, powerful weapon 
against terrorism: The ac- 
tive involvement and stead- 
fast solidarity of the citi- 
zens.” 


Blanco Garrido, a 29- 
year-old municipal council- 
lor, was kidnapped Thurs- 
day by the ETA. who threat- 
ened to kill him by 4:00 
p.m. Saturday if its de- 
mands were not met — the 
first time in 14 years the 
organisation had made such 
an ultimatum. 

They had asked for some 
500 Basque separatists in 
jails across Spain to be relo- 
cated to the northern 
Basque region. 

The government refused, 
and half an hour after the 
expiry of the deadline, Blan- 
co Garrido was found, shot 
and in a coma, by railway 
tracks near San Sebastian. 

Doctors at San Sebastian’s 
Nuestra Senora De Aranza- 
$u Hospital who had 
worked to save his life said 
be had suffered irreversible 
brain damage. 

His death stirred deep an- 
ger among the thousands 
who had been holding over- 
night vigils for his survival. 

Some 2,000 people in the 
town shouting “murderers” 
threw eggs at the party 
office of Henri Batasuna, the 
ETA’s political wing. 

Interior Minister Jaime 
Mayor Oreja said it was no 
time for either vengeance or 
weakness, but in the San- 
tona Jail in northern Spain 
authorities said ETA prison- 


ers were put in isolation to 
avoid violence from other 


[nmates. 

Clashes also broke out 
between ETA sympathisers 
and people mourning in the 
northern Basque town of 
Pamplona, where local au- 
thorities had suspended the 
day’s famous running of the 
bulls in a mark of respect. 

The incident was sparked 
when the separatist support- 
ers bumf red scarves fixed 
to the town hall’s gates as a 
symbol of mourning. Police 
intervened to calm the con- 
frontation. then deployed 
throughout the town. 

Police said some 100,000 
people had gathered in Sa- 
ragossa and 50,000 in Mad- 
rid. with other protests in 
Barcelona, Burgos, Seville, 
Valencia, Valladolid and 
Santa Cruz in the Canary 
Islands. 

In Bilbao, where Prime 
Minister Jose Maria Aznar 
had led some half-a-railiion 
people Saturday demanding 
Blanco’s release unharmed, 
local police officers man- 
aged to prevent the crowd 
lynching three youths who 
mocked and insulted some 
pacifists staging a vigil. 

In Gama Blanco’s home 
town of Erraua. a fire broke 
out at the local offices of 
Herri Batasuna and arson 
was suspected. The premis- 


es included a tavern called 
El Zulo, an expression used 
to describe an ETA hiding 
place for arms or a place to 
hold a hostage. 

The Sunday papers also tar- 
getted Hern Batasuna, with 
El Pais urging the public to 
“make life difficult for all 
those who support terrorism.” 

El Mundo published pho- 
tographs of the 21 leaders of 
Herri Batasuna with a cap- 
tion blaming them for the 
situation leading to the 
killing. 

Further demonstrations 
were planned Monday in 
Madrid by the ruling party, 
and Basque employers 
called for an hour’s work 
stoppage throughout the 
region the same day. 

France, which also has a 
significant Basque commu- 
nity and which has been 
cooperating with Spain in 
tracking down ETA acti- 
vists, offered a strongly 
worded condemnation of 
the murder Sunday. 

Calling it “a cowardly and 
inhuman act,” the Foreign 
Ministry said “France 
shares the emotion and the 
indignation provoked by 
this odious crime.” 

It added: “This tragic 
event only reinforces the 
determination of France and 
Spain to act together to 
combat terrorism.” 


Chechenya, Russia agree 


details on fixing pipeline 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia 
and its rebel region Che- 
chenya have agreed a deal 
spelling out how they will 
fix a vital war-damaged 
pipeline to carry Azeri oil 
across Chechen territory to 
the Black Sea, Interfax 
News Agency said Sunday. 

In a "report from the 
Chechen capital Grozny, it 
said the Russian Energy 
Ministry and Chechen ya's 
Yunko State Oil Company 
signed the detailed agree- 
ment late Saturday. 

The pipeline, a key con- 
duit for Azeri oil from Baku 
on the Caspian Sea to the 
Russian Black Sea port of 
Novorossiisk, was damaged 
during Russia’s war with 
Chechen rebels. 

The deal would allow 
Russian and Chechen com- 
panies to “make the neces- 
sary contacts and sign 
agreements to carry out 
joint work on restoring and 
using the oil pipeline”. In- 
terfax quoted Yunko Presi- 


dent Khodzhakhraed Yari- 
khanov as saying. 

The agency Saturday quo- 
ted Chechen and Russian 
officials as saying work 
would begin in the next few 
days to mend die 153 kilo- 
metres section of pipeline, 
and Moscow would pay. 

Saturday’s agreement was 
intended to flesh out a tri- 
partite framework accord 
signed in the Azeri capital 
Baku Friday. Friday’s ac- 
cord was signed by Russian 
Energy Minister Boris 
Nemtsov, Mr. Yarikhanov 
and the president of the 
Azeri state oil company 
Socar. 

The deal, held tip for 
months by bickering bet- 
ween the sides over the 
details, is intended to clear 
the way for crude output 
from an S8 billion Western 
consortium developing off- 
shore Azeri Caspian Sea 
fields to reach world mar- 
kets. 

It was not clear how long 


the work would take, nor 
when oil would begin to 
flow. The consortium, led 
by British Petroleum, wants 
to begin using the route 
later this year. 

Chechenya has set itself 
up as a de facto independent 
entity since the war ended 
last August. The Kremlin 
regards Chechenya as one 
of 89 regions within the 
Russian Federation, al- 
though has adopted a prag- 
matic approach to several 
bilateral problems. 

Interfax and ITAR-TASS 
news agency said Chechen 
President Aslan Maskhadov 
had signed a customs agree- 
ment with Russia and met 
Russian Security Council 
Deputy Secretary Boris Be- 
rezovsky Saturday to dis- 
cuss the pipeline and bank- 
ing cooperation. 

"The signing of these doc- 
uments is an important step, 
although there are many 
more steps ahead," Mr. 
Berezovsky told Interfax. 


Tamil Tigers attack police post; 
latest Sri Lankan toll reaches 12 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil Tiger guerrillas attacked 
a police post in eastern Sri 
Lanka Sunday, killing two 
people and losing one of 
their own men as the mili- 
tary gunned down nine 
rebels in the north, officials 
said. 

Gunmen of the separatist 
Liberatio n Ti gers of Tamil 
Eelam (LITE) staged a pre- 
dawn raid on Sinnawane 
police in the district of Am- 
para and torched three huts 
before escaping, officials 
said. 

“A police constable and a 


civilian in the area were 
killed,” an official said, 
adding that police were able 
to successfully repulse the 
assault because they were 
expecting an attack and 
were ready to retaliate. 

By Sunday morning, the 
body of a Tamil Tiger guer- 
rilla had been recovered 
together with an automatic 
rifle, officials said. Shortly 
before the attack, the securi- 
ty forces killed nine Tiger 
guerrillas in two attacks in 
the north of the country, the 
Defence Ministry said in a 
statement. 


Two days ago the LTTE 
opened fire at a police 
check point in northeastern 
Trincomalee district, killing 
eight people, including a 
pregnant woman and her 
two children, local officials 
said. 

The guerrillas are leading 
a drawn out campaign for 
independence in the island's 
northern . and eastern 
regions where the two mil- 
lion Tamil minority is con- 
centrated. More than 50.000 
people have been killed in 
the separatist campaign 
since 1972. 


Cuba blames people from 


U.S. for hotel explosions 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba’s 
Interior Ministry Saturday 
blamed people from the 
United States for bombing 
two Havana hotels in attacks 
that injured three people and 
damaged the hotels’ lobbies. 

“The Interior Ministry has 
evidence that the people 
responsible for these deeds 
and also the materials they 
used came from the United 
States.” said a brief ministry 
statement read on state radio. 

The statement said 
explosions that rocked 
lobbies of the Hotel Nacional 
and the Horel Capri with in 
minutes of each other around 
11:35 a.m. local time (1535 
GMT) Saturday were caused 
by “explosive artifacts.” 


the 

the 


It said they slightly wound- 
ed three people and caused 
damage to windows and fur- 
niture in the two hotels. 

The statement did not give 
any further information. It 
did not say if anyone had 
been arrested in connection 
with the explosions. 

The brief statement gave no 
indication of specific people 
suspected of being responsi- 
ble for the blasts or what sort 
of evidence the Interior 
Ministry had. 

However, official suspicion 
would be likely to fall on 
hardline exile opponents of 
President Fidel Castro in Flo- 
rida. some of whom have car- 
ried out violent protests in the 
past. 


Asked soon after the explo- 
sions what he thought caused 
them. Tourism Minister Os- 
many Crenfuegos, visiting 
the hotels shortly after the 
blasts, said: “Obviously they 
arc enemies of ours ” 

Meanwhile, the first vessels 
of a protest flotilla organised 
by a Cubun-American anti- 
Cascro group set sail early 
Sunday to the edge of Cuban 
territorial waters, just one 
hour after the U.S. Coast 
Guard released the group 
leader from detention. 

Ramon Saul Sanchez, head 
of the anti-Castro movement, 
was released after one hour in 
custody and warned that any 
protest ship he boards would 
be impounded. 


Rivals sign 
truce in 


Brazzaville 


fighting 


KINSHASA (R) — Rival 
factions battling in the 
Congo Republic capital 


Brazzaville have signed a 


ceasefire ' which 1 should 
come into effect at mid- 
night Monday, the United 
Nations envoy mediating 
in the crisis said Saturday. 

“1 have been told by both 
sides that they have signed 
the document," U.N envoy 
Mohammad Sahnoun told 
Reuters by telephone from 
Gabon. *T am always very 
sceptical but I think this 
will lead to a serious out- 


come." 

Forces supporti ni\Presi- 
dent Pascal Lissouba and 
the militia of former mili- 
tary ruler Denis Sassou 
Nguesso have battled in 
Brazzaville for more than a 
month. Hundreds of people 
have died. 

A ceasefire has been held 
up by Mr. Lissouba’s refu- 
sal (o sign it and Mr. Sas- 
sou’s insistence that the 
president, not the prime 
minister, should endorse it 

Mr. Sahnoun. a veteran 
Algerian diplomat, was in 
Brazzaville Thursday for 
talks with the chief rivals. 
He later said Mr. Lissouba 
had agreed to put his own 
signature to the agreerant. 

Mr. Sassou’s spokesman 
Francois Iboovi confirmed 
it had been signed. 

“The ceasefire has been 
signed. But in the mean- 
time if we are attacked we 
will of course respond.” 
Mr. Iboovi said. “If the 
ceasefire holds it is planned 
that it will be followed by 
serious negotarions." 

Similar fighting killed 
more than 2.000 people in 
Brazzaville in 1993 after 
disputed multi-party elec- 
tions. 

The latest round flared on 
June 5 after the army sur- 
rounded Mr. Sassou's 
home as pan of a crack- 
down on private militias 
ahead of scheduled presi- 
dential elections on July 
27. 

Both Mr. Lissouba and 
Mr. Sassou plan to stand in 
the elections, now certain 
to be postponed. Another 
warlord also running, Braz- 
zaville Mayor Bernard Ko- 
lelas. has kept his militia 
out of the current fighting 
and heads a national medi- 
ation committee. 

Gabon's President Omar 
Bongo, a son-in-law of Mr. 
Sassou and friend of Mr. 
Lissouba, has been trying 
to rally the rivals around a 
July 14 ceasefire. 


A policeman guides a pontoon with a rescued family in the outskirts of Wroclaw. Torrential rain over the last week 
caused floods in southern Poland covering 4,000 square kilometres or one per cent of Poland, killing at least 27 arf 
forcing tens of thousands out of their homes (Reuter photo) 


Historic Polish city threatened by Europe floods 


WARSAW (R) — Poles fought to save the historic centre of 
the city of Wroclaw as raging river floodwaiers drove tens 
of thousands more people from their homes in Poland and 
the neighbouring Czech Republic. 

Volunteers built sandbag walls round Wroclaw's inner 
city Saturday as water poured over outer defences and rose 
in suburban streets, sending residents fleeing to upper 
floors to await rescue. 

Priceless books and archives in the university library were 
being moved to safety in the city centre, which has a num- 
ber of historic buildings. 

Polish News Agency (PAP) reported provincial Governor 
Bogdan Zdrojewski saying he plans to blast a gap in flood 
walls south of Wroclaw; a city of 650,000 people, to allow 
water to flood into the countryside and save the centre. 

But it said he refused to tell reporters where or when this 
would happen. On Friday, anguished villagers in another 
location drove engineers away and dug out explosives from 
barriers to prevent their homes and farms being sacrificed. 

The flood waters raged north along the Odra River from 
flooded southern Poland to threaten Wroclaw with flooding 
that has hit some 50 Polish towns and 300 villages. 

The region's worst flooding this century has taken more 
than 50 lives in Poland and the Czech Republic and 3,500 
square kilometres of Poland now lie under flood water. 

The floods, caused by downpours earlier this week, have 
taken at least 26 lives in Poland, police said 

Thousands have been evacuated from scores of towns and 
hundreds of villages, leaving deserted, flooded streets. 

Surging floodwaters drove thousands more villagers in 
the eastern Czech Republic from their homes Saturday as 
officials put the confirmed death toll there at 26. 

Some 10,000 people were evacuated from nine villages in 
the Uherske Hradiste region, close to the Slovak bonier. 

About 600 patients, including mothers with newborn 
babies, were moved from the Uherske Hradiste hospital in 
an operation involving 1,000 rescue workers, local Hood 
Committee spokesman Jaroslav Hrabec said. 

The Flood Commission said 26 people had lost their lives 


so far. the Czech CTK news agency reported. Three others 
are missing, it quoted a Crisis Centre spokeswoman as say- 
ing. 

In Wroclaw, Poland. Ludwik Ryng, a spokesman for the 
governor, told Reuters: “The situation is getting worse. 

“We are waiting for the crisis to break one way or the 
other during the night. ...We are optimistic — the way 
Wroclaw people mobilised themselves is most impressive," 
he said. 

Polish Prime Minister Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz has 
called the flooding the region’s worst natural disaster in 
centuries. 

Reuter photographer Pawel Kopczynski said teams of 
emergency services and volunteers were frantically laying 
sandbags to protect the low-lying island where some of 
Wroclaw's most valuable old buildings stand. 

By evening Mr. Kopczynski reported similar scenes in 
some inner city streets of Wroclaw, which until borders 
changed in 1945 was the German city Breslau. 

PAP quoted Interior Minister Leszek Miller as saying that 
a government reconstruction plan for the affected regions, 
now being drafted, would cost at least SI billion. 

Mr. Miller said Poland would have to amend this yes’s 
budget, make provisions in the 1998 one and borrow froo 
the World Bank or other international institutions. 

Mr. Cimoszewicz had said Friday that changing the cur- 
rent budget, which would mean recalling parliament hum 
recess, was not necessary for now as, the goverament^feas 
able to raise $200 million for relief and reconstruction' 

Even as waters receded in southern areas and evattfl&s 
returned to devastation, dead animals and the risk of dis- 
ease, the surge advanced mercilessly along the Odra and die 
Wisla. 

Warsaw declared a flood alert although the Wisla tide was 
not expected to spill over when it hit the capital Monday. 

German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel said Bonn had 
made 400,000 marks ($224,000) available to help Poland 
and a convoy was setting out to take emergency equipment 
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Bangladesh floods kill 60 people, 19 more missing 


CHITTAGONG (R) — 
Roods that have devastated 
large parts of Bangladesh 
killed some 60 people, and 
19 others missing after their 
boar sank in a flooded river 
were also believed to have 
drowned. 

“So far wc have 60 con- 
firmed deaths since the del- 
uge began Tuesday. We are 
almost certain that 19 pas- 
sengers missing in the 
Sangu River after their boat 
capsized Saturday are also 
dead,” one Chittagong offi- 
cial said Sunday. 

The new deaths included 
six in Chakoria in Cox’s 
Bazar district and seven in 
the Satkania and Rauzan 
areas in Chittagong, offi- 
cials and police said. 

Officials said the victims 
died in landslides, house 
cavc-ins and by drowning. 

Unofficial sources Sunday 
put the death toll at nearly 
75. 


The floods, caused by 
heavy monsoon rain, left a 
quarter of a million people 
homeless, officials said. 

At least half a million peo- 
ple were reported marooned 
in their half-submerged 
homes as floods triggered 
by torrential rain afflicted 
19 out of the country’s 64 
administrative districts. 

“Although rain ceased at 
many places Sunday, the 
overall flood situation 
might continue to aggravate 
due to onrush of water from 
upstream of flooded rivers 
and the hills in the Chitta- 
gong hill tracts,” one meteo- 
rology official said. 

Floodwater Saturday 
filled the entire town of 
Bandarban in the Chitta- 
gong hill tracts, forcing 
thousands of residents to 
flee into the surrounding 
hills. 

Offices, business centres, 
police stations and army 


garrisons wen: evacuated, 
one Bandarban official said. 

Nearly 100,000 people 
have been shifted to flood 
shelters in 19 affected dis- 
tricts, and many more 
moved to higher ground on 
their own. 

Soldiers have joined relief 
and rescue operations after 
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha- 
srna Saturday asked them to 
reinforce efforts by the civil 
administration. 

Helicopters were ferry ing 
food and other supplies to 
areas where they can And a 
dry ground to land, one dis- 
aster management official 
said Sunday. 

Mrs. Hasina left for Ger- 
many Saturday night to 
attend a UNESCO-spon- 
sored conference in Ham- 
burg on adult education. 
From there she was due to 
go to the United States to be 
with her daughter, who is 
expecting to give birth soon. 


her aides said. 

Road links between Chit- 
tagong and neighbouring 
districts, including Cox’s 
Bazar and Bandarban, re- 
mained impassable 
floodwater washed away 
several small bridges and 
partly inundated highways. 

Train communications 
were disrupted because 
tracks were flooded or un- 
der threat. Handling of car- 
go at the Chittagong port al- 
so was hampered, port offi- 
cials said. 

The flooding has also dis- 
rupted communications 
with northeastern districts 
of Sylhet, Sunamganj and 
Habieanj. 

At least 300.000 acre* 
(120.000 hectares) of crop- 
land, including tea districts, 
have been inundated, agri' 
culture officials said,.bjj 
they were unable topKJ*&k 
loss estimates immediate!)'- 


"FBI believes Chinese money spent legally’ 


Washington (R) — fbi 

investigators believe that 
most of $2 million China 
allegedly spent or budgeted 
to increase its political 
influence in the United 
States went toward legal 
activities, a news magazine 
reported Saturday. 

The FBI also had no evi- 
dence linking the Chinese 
government to money ille- 
gally funnelled to presiden- 
tial campaigns in the 1996 
election, according to U.S. 
News and World Report. 

A Senate probe into polit- 
ical fund-raising scandals 
opened this week with an 
allegation by its Republican 
chairman that China 
planned to buy its way into 
American politics. 

Senator Fred Thompson 
of Tennessee began the 
long-awaited televised hear- 
ings by stating ihat Bei- 
jing’s Communist leaders 
had a plan to build political 


influence in the United 
States, a charge China has 
denied. 

At a news conference 
later. Sen. Thompson said 
he had seen evidence gath- 
ered by the FBI of China’s 
continuing efforts to influ- 
ence U.S. officials, but dec- 
lined to make details public. 

In an interview with the 
Washington Post published 
Sunday. Sen. Thompson 
said bis decision to make 
the statement about Chinese 
political influence-buying 
came after aides spent hun- 
dreds of hours reviewing 
sensitive information on the 
matter. 

The newspaper also said 
his remarks had been 
cleared in advance by the 
FBI, the CIA and the Natio- 
nal Security Agency. 

Sen. Thompson told the 
Post the information had 
been made available to all 
members of his committee 


tiiit that only some had 
examined it. 

“There is do dispute about 
the facts among anyone 
who looks at the docu- 
ments,” he said. 

U.S. News said it had 
learned that the FBI be- 
lieved most of the Chiucse 
money was used for legal 
purposes such as lobbying 
and bringing senators to 
Beijing on expensive visits. 
The agency had no immedi- 
ate comment on the report. 

According to one uniden- 
tified senior FBI official 
quoted by the magazine, the 
Chinese plan added only 
$200,000 to its existing acti- 
vities in the United Stales 
and, of that, less than half 
went to campaign dona- 
tions. 

Representative Dan Bur- 
ton, who heads a House pa- 
nel planning its own hear- 
ings on campaign financing, 
supported Sen. Thompson's 


assertions. 
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A Mast implodes the oM Canberra Hospital Sunday, as it is demolished for the construction of a new national muse- 
um in the nation's capital. A 1 2-year-old girl was killed when debris from the blast spewed 400 metres across a lake 
killing her and injuring several others (Renter photo) , 

Australian girl killed as demolition goes wrong 


CANBERRA (R) — A 12- 
year-old Australian girl died 
and several people were 
injured in Canberra Sunday 
when a hospital demolition 
went wrong, spewing debris 
over thousands of spectators 
who turned out for what 
was billed a family event. 

Australian Federal Police 
Acting Sergeant Darryl 
Webb told Reuters the gid 
died during the implosion of 
the capital’s old hospital, on 
the shore of a lake in the 
city's parliamentary tourist 
zone. Police originally said 
the victim was 23. 

“I was standing next to a 
boy, he was about 14 or 15 
... and we saw something 
skip across the water and ” 
then it hit him,” a woman 
witness told local radio. 

“We heard him scream out 


as it hit him,” said the 
woman, who did not give 
her name. 

“Another woman came 
out of the crowd with blood 
on her hands and she said 
that she was behind a girl 
who was killed by a rock." 

Police and government in- 
vestigations have begun and 
a counselling service has 
been set up for the tens of 
thousands of tourists and lo- 
cals who had flocked to the 
lakeshore and surrounding 
parks and bridges to watch. 

Regional government 
chief Kate Cornell, who 
watched the implosion with 
her family from the top of a 
nearby hotel, said she was 
horrified by the tragedy. 

“It appears that something 
has gone wrong and we 
need. I need, to find out 


what that was,” she told re- 
porters. 

“There was no indication 
whatsoever that this was 
even a possibility.” 

The event had been wide- 
ly advertised to draw family 
crowds and a fireworks dis- 
play was included in the 
entertainment. 

Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Downer’s media 
spokesman, Innes Willox, 
was standing in the worst 
hit area with his family. 

“There was all this shrap- 
nel raining across the lake 
in front of us.” he said. 

Mrs. Came 11 said the com- 
pany in charge of the demoli- 
tion. City And Country, had 
said debris would be con- 
fined to within 50 metres and 
a 200 metre exclusion zone 
had been set for added safety. 


But the dead girl was stan- 
ding in a park about 400 me- 
tres across the lake from the 
hospital and witnesses said 
debris bad been blasted more 
than 500 metres from the 
blast site, about one kilome- 
tre from Parliament House. 

The dead girl has not been 
identified and police would 
not say where she was from, 
but Sgt. Webb said police 
bad confirmed her age after 
speaking to her shocked 
parents, after several con- 
flicting reports immediately 
after die accident 

At least nine people were 
injured, including a 14-year- 
old boy with serious chest 
wounds. 

The hospital was closed in 
1991 and* was being demol- 
ished to clear the site for a 
new national museum. 


Baltics can join NATO, Albright tells Russia 


ST. PETERSBURG (R) — 
U.S. Secretary of State Ma- 
deleine Albright told Rus- 
sians firmly Sunday that the 
Baltic states were eligible to 
joio NATO despite Mos- 
cow’s fierce opposition to 
former Soviet republics 
gaining entiy. 

“We have said all along 
that NATO is open to all 
democratic market systems 
in Europe.” Ms. Albright 
said when asked in a 
Russian television interview 
whether Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia could become 
NATO members. 

“All those kind of coun- 
tries are eligible. It doesn’t 
matter where a country is on 
the map, they are eligible 
for membership in NATO.” 
she said. 

Ms. Albright, who arrived 
in Russia’s second city 
Saturday as part of a swing 
through Eastern Europe to 
explain NATO’s expansion 
policy, was due to meet Bal- 
tic foreign ministers later 
Sunday in the Lithuanian 
capital Vilnius. 

She was expected to as- 
sure them that they were not 
excluded from membership 
in the alliance even though 
a NATO summit in Madrid 
last week neither invited 
them to join nor identified 
them as candidates for the 
next round of enlargement. 



The summit invited Po- 
land, the Czech Republic 
and Hungary to begin ac- 
cession talks to become the 
first new NATO members 
since the cold war ended at 
the close of the 1980s. 

The Baltic states were 
incorporated into the Soviet 
Union during World War H 
and became independent in 
1991. Still fearful for their 
freedom, die three countries 
are anxious to gain the pto- 
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tection of NATO member- 
ship as soon as possible. 

But Russia; which bas 
grudgingly accepted the ex- 
pansion of the alliance into 
Central Europe, has said it 
may tear up a recendy 
signed charter of coopera- 
tion with NATO if former 
Soviet republics are admit- 
ted to the alliance. 

Despite the differences 
over NATO, Ms. AJbright 
said she had a “wonderful” 


meeting Saturday evening 
.... with Russian Foreign Mi- 
nister Yevgeny Primakov on 
arms control and other is- 
sues. 

U.S. officials said a major 
theme of the talks was how 
to adapt the 1990 Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) Treaty to the changed 
political situation. Ms. Al- 
bright held another meeting 
with Mr. Primakov directly 
after the television interview. 

Ms. Albright said U.S.- 
Russian relations were “on 
a very strong basis.” 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
tOD and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin were “work- 
ing very hard to show that 
there is a new Russia that 
works with the United 
States together for peace 
and security," she said. 

Asked about economic re- 
lations, she called on Russia 
to ensure that its commer- 
cial and tax laws were fa- 
vourable to American in- 
vestment 

Ms. Albright who was 
bom in the former Czechos- 
lovakia and speaks several 
languages, made a brief 
opening statement in Rus- 
sian noting that Saturday’s 
meeting was her eighth with 
Mr. Primakov. She also cor- 
rected an omission by her 
interpreter at one point in 
the interview. 


Police fire plastic bullets in N. 


BELFAST (R) — Police 
fired plastic bullets to dis- 
perse rioters in two Nor- 
thern Ireland cities over- 
night after thousands of 
Protestants had held tense 
but peaceful parades across 
the British province. 

Violence erupted in the 
centre of the largely Catho- 
lic city of Londonderry Sa- 
turday when Irish Nationa- 
list youths attacked police 
with stones, petrol bombs 
and catapults firing ball- 
bearings, security sources 
said. 

“A large number of com- 
mercial premises have been 
damaged. A number of po- 
lice were injured but none 
of them seriously” a 
spokesman for the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary Police 
said Sunday. 

In North Belfast, where ri- 
val communities live in sepa- 
rate . cheek-by-cheek neigh- 
bourhoods, police had to (teal 
with clashes between Protes- 
tants and Catholics. Several 
petrol bombs were thrown. 


The trouble flared after 
buses, thought to be carry- 
ing supporters of the 
Orange Order, which b?d 
held parades, were stoned. 
One Orangeman was in- 
jured in Portadown and pet- 
rol bombers attacked an 
Orange Order hall at War- 
renpoint- 

Protestanl Orangemen lo- 
yal to Britain, who staged 
the processions Saturday, 
agreed to avoid flashpoint 
Catholic areas. 

The leader of the pro-Bri- 
tish Ulster Unionist Party. 
Northern Ireland's biggest 
political group, accused 
Irish Nationalists of respon- 
ding to the Orange Order’s 
gesture of cancelling pa- 
rades through Catholic 
areas with gunfire. 

“People were asking, will 
there be a response from 
Nationalists?” David Trim- 
ble said at an Orange parade 
outside Belfast Sarurday. 
“Yes, there was a response, 
the response was gunfire.” 

He added: “We hope it is 


becoming clearer and clear- 
er what the true nature of 
Sinn Fein/IRA is. The vio- 
lence that came last night 
was not a surprise.” 

He was referring to Irish 
Republican Army guerrillas 
and their political arm. Sinn 
Fein, who want an end to Bri- 
tish rule in Northern Ireland. 

Two teenagers and five 
members of a joint police 
and British army patrol 
were injured in attacks by 
Republican gunmen in Bel- 
fast late Friday night. 

The IRA admitted shoot- 
ing the soldiers and police 
officers and also said it was 
responsible for a bomb at- 
tack on security forces. 

Spokesmen for groups 
close to pro-British gunmen 
said they feared the wound- 
ing of the two teenagers, 
aged 14 and 18, would pro- 
voke retaliation in an already 
very tense atmosphere. 

In a statement, Sinn Fein 
President Gerry Adams 
urged an end to sectarian 
attacks. ‘T appeal for calm ” 


Irish riots 

he said. “There should be po 
triumphalism, no sectarian 
abuse of our neighbours.” 

Saturday’s marches com- 
memorated a 1690 Protes- 
tant victory over Catholic 
forces ar the Battle of the 
Boyne which ensured that a 
Protestant ascended to the 
British throne. 

The Orangemen stopped 
their parades going through 
four volatile zones after the 
minority Catholics threat- 
ened mass demonstrations 
against what they regard as 
sectarian intimidation. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton praised the Orange Or- 
der for rerouting its parades 
and condemned as “inexcus- 
able” the artacks on security 
forces and the two youths. 

“I welcome the decision 
of the Orange Order and its 
local lodges to voluntarily 
call off and reroute the con- 
tentious parades scheduled 
for this weekend,” Mr. 
Clinton said in a statement 
as he ended an eight-day 
trip to Europe. 


Afghan opposition reportedly 
execute 10 Taleban prisoners 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Afghan opposition forces have 
executed 10 Taleban prisoners held in northern Afgha- 
nistan, the private Afghan Islamic Press (A1P) reported 
Sunday quoting a Taleban spokesman Wakil Ahmad. 

The troops grabbed a group of 1 1 Taleban prisoners from 
the centra] jail in Mazar-i-Sharif on July 3, drove them to 
nearby Dasbre Arseen desert and shot them, AIP said. 

Ten died but one, Mulla Shehzaria. survived with injuries 
and managed to escape back 10 the Taleban, Mr. Ahmad 
said. 

Independent confirmation of the report was not immedi- 
ately available. 

Mr. Shahzada who received four bullets rold the Taleban 
that “such massacre of the Taleban prisoners was routine” 
in northern Afghanistan, AIP said. 

He said the surviving Taleban fighter was receiving treat- 
ment at a Taleban base but did not identify the place. 

The Taleban have lodged a complaint with the 
International Red Cross against “this inhuman act,” Mr. 
Ahmad said. He called for safety and security* of the Islamic 
militiamen held by the opposition alliance and proper med- 
ical care of the wounded Taleban, AIP said. 

Mazar-i-Sharif is the headquarters of General Abdul „ 
Malik who briefly defected to the Taleban in May leading 
to the ouster of a powerful warlord Abdul Rashid Dos tarn. 
However the general switched sides and the Taleban were 
driven out after heavy fighting in the northern capital city. 

The Taleban suffered heavy losses and hundreds of their 
fighters were taken prisoner by the rival alliance, compris- 
ing forces of Gen. Malik, former President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani and a Shiite faction, Hezb-i-WahdaL 

The prisoners include some top Taleban officials includ- 
ing Foreign Minister Mulla Mohammad Ghaus. 

The agency did not say if any important Taleban prisoner 
was among the 10 executed this month. 

Meanwhile, a Red Cross spokesman told AFP Sunday 
Ismael Khan, a former governor of western Herat province 
and close ally of the ousted Afghan government, was alive 
and well in Taleban custody. 

Bur the Red Cross protested that unrestricted access to all 
Af ghan detainees has still not been granted. 

“I confirm that access to Ismael Khan and other security 
prisoners held in Kandahar was granted by the Taleban 


authorities,'' said Thomas Gunner, acting head of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 

Senior opposition commander Ismael Khan along with 
700 of his men were handed over to the militant Muslims 
last May by a defecting nonhem Uzbek commander and 
transferred to southern jails in the Talehan's Kandahar 
headquarters. 

Mr. Gurtner said Ismael Khan had been seen in private by 
the ICRC, officially registered, and had written a Red Cross 
message to be delivered to his family, all in accordance 
with normal visiting procedures. 

Ismael Khan, a noted resistance commander during the 
1979-89 Russian occupation, was a trusted lieutenant of ex- 
Presideni Burhanuddin Rabbani who was kicked out of 
Kabul in September 1996 by the Taleban militia. 

As far as die ICRC was concerned, all prisoners includ- 
ing Ismael Khan, should be treated the same, but Mr. 
Gurtner protested thai the Red Cross was still denied access 
to many prisoners held in the north of Afghanistan. 

“We are stiU very concerned that access to the majority of 
prisoners held by the northern forces in Muimana. 
Sbeberghan and Ma 2 ar-i-Sharif has still not been granied.” 
Mr. Gurtner stated grimly. 

He was referring to TaJeban prisoners held in three north- 
ern capitals by General Abdul Malik, the same Uzbek com- 
mander — who after his May mutiny and defection to the 
Islamic movement — had arrested Ismael Khan. 

Gen. Malik's flirtation with the Taleban proved short- 
lived. After five days the Uzbek warlord, in a dispute over 
power-sharing, rejoined the opposition forces and drove the 
Muslim militia out of the north. 

In the process an estimated 2.000 Taleban were captured 
by Gen. Malik and his Shiite allies. 

"We have only been allowed to visit and treat more than 
200 wounded TaJeban prisoners held in the north," the 
ICRC acting chief said. 

Mr. Ghaus was reported among the many wounded in a 
Taleban jet-strike against the Fariab provincial capital Mai- 
mana last week. Gen. Malik said errant Taleban-dropped 
bombs hit their own men held in Maimana's central jail. 

“By not allowing access to non- wounded prisoners, the 
northerners are not respecting ICRC's standard visiting 
procedures." Mr. Gurtner said. 


Political 
killings still 
dog new 
S. Africa 

DURBAN (R) — Political 
violence has dropped 
sharply in South Africa 
since the death of apar- 
theid more than three years 
ago, but the country’s peo- 
ple still find reasons to kill 
under President Nelson 
Mandela. 

According to the non-go- 
vernmental Human Rights 
Committee (HRC), 1,071 
people were killed in polit- 
ical violence in the year 
ending last month. 

Slightly more than half 
of the deaths occurred in 
Kwazulu-Nata) province, 
long notorious for bloody 
politic^Jfrieuding between 
Mr. Mandela’s African Na- 
tional Congress (ANC) 
and the Inkatha Freedom 
Party, but many of the kil- 
lings took place in other 
provinces and for different 
reasons. 

The HRC said violence 
in areas like the Gauteng 
industrial heartland. Eas- 
tern Cape and Northern 
Province since 1994 was 
related to frustration ar 
slow delivery of housing 
and other basic services by 
Mr. Mandela's govern- 
ment 

Northern Province has 
also experienced violent 
protests over the demarca- 
tion of provincial bound- 
aries and in Eastern Cape 
ANC-linked political fac- 
tions have turned on each 
other. 

Kwazulu-Naial political 
analyst Alexander Johns- 
ton said tbe ease with 
which South Africans re- 
sorted to violence was ref- 
lected in crime statistics. 

“Political violence is to a 
large extent the product of 
a general climate of law- 
lessness,” said Professor 
Johnston, from the Univer- 
sity of Natal Political 
Science Department. 

“Until a real impression is 
made on violent crime, 
which in terms of tbe num- 
ber of people killed is a far 
greater problem, it is un- 
likely political violence 
will be eradicated," he said. 

HRC researcher Maku- 
betse Sekhonyane said that 
because political violence 
had diminished so marked- 
ly since the 1994 all-race 
election, it went almost un- 
noticed at its current levels. 

“We previously had total 
chaos and what goes on 
now seems like hardly 
anything,” he said. 

‘Teople have come from 
a far worse situation and 
tbe killings have now 
dropped to a level where 
they are no longer (as) 
alarming” 


Thai police seek kitchen 
workers over hotel inferno 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai 
police said Sunday they 
wanted to question two kit- 
chen workers who went 
missing after the seaside 
resort inferno in Pattaya left 
at least 90 dead and 64 
injured. 

“We want to know who 
caused the fire,” said Gene- 
ral Kongdej Choosri, com- 
mander of the Cbonburi pro- 
vince police, as rescue sear- 
chers resumed their grisly 
search for bodies at tbe 
Royal Jomtien Resort Hotel. 

The management and 
partners in the hotel could 
also face prosecution, pend- 
ing the completion of their 
investigation into the blaze 
that ravaged the 16-storey 
building Friday, he said. 

While at least three peo- 
ple were still believed miss- 
ing, including one Hunga- 
rian tourist, no further corp- 
ses were found in the first 
four hours of searching 
Sunday, police and witness- 
es said. 

An official of the Tourism 
Authority of Thailand said 
that relatives of some of the 
10 foreigners known to 
have died had arrived in 
Pattaya to repatriate their 
remains. 

Two of three Koreans who 


were killed in the blaze 
were due to be cremated 
Sunday and the ashes to be 
taken back home by their 
families later in the day. 
said Settaphan Buddhani, 
Tourism Authority director 
in Pattaya. 

Speaking from the scene, 
he said 400 rescue workers 
were still sifting through the 
charred shell of the the ho- 
tel, as Thai forensic experts 
continued their investiga- 
tion into what triggered die 
tragedy. 

According to Gen. Kong- 
dej, a hotel waiter told po- 
lice that the two kitchen 
workers were in the ground- 
floor kitchen when leaking 
gas sparked the fire, which 
rapidly swept through the 
whole building. 

"The police think that it's 
their (the workers') distinci 
fault." Gen. Kongdej said, 
adding they were known not 
to be among the 90 dead. 

The waiter, who is in 
police custody, said that he 
had smelt gas in the kitchen, 
and traced the odour to a 
leaking canister, which he 
tried to close. 

He told police that one of 
the kitchen workers came 
over to help, but removed 
the valve on the canister 


instead of closing it. A spark 
then ignited one of the 
kitchen stoves and the 
workers fled the scene. 

Gen. Kongdej also noted 
that the owners of the hotel 
could not refuse responsi- 
bility for the disaster, as it 
was clear they had been 
negligent in maintaining 
fire prevention systems in 
the hotel. 

Fire alarms and sprinklers 
failed to work and many of 
the victims perished because 
fire doors had been locked, 
reportedly to stop guests 
from leaving without paying. 

Gen. Kongdej said most 
of the bodies had been 
trapped in narrow stairwells 
and fire escapes as they 
frantically sought a way out 
of the hotel. 

Rescue workers Sunday 
were focussing their efforts 
on gaining access to a con- 
vention room where hotel 
guests from the Thai state 
electricity board had been 
meeting when the blaze 
broke out. police said. 

The governor of Chonburi 
province, where Pattaya is 
located, would Monday for- 
mally present cash dona- 
tions to relatives of the dead 
contributed by Thai chari- 
ties, Mr. Settaphan said. 


More people support Charles as 
king but not Camilla as queen 


LONDON (R) — More 
than half of Britons think 
Prince Charles would make 
a good king but seven out of 
10 of his foture subjects do 
not want his mistress Ca- 
milla Parker Bowles to be- 
come his queen, a survey 
showed Sunday. 

Her divorced husband, 
however, said Mrs. Parker 
Bowles has no desire to be 
queen. 

“Camilla is adamant she 
has no desire to become 
queen and will refuse it at 
any cost,” Andrew Parker 
Bowles was quoted as tel- 
ling the Mail On Sunday 


newspaper. 

“She knows that might 
prevent her marrying the 
prince but she is willing to 
forego a wedding to avoid 
having to take the title and 
the throne." 

The Mori survey showed 
the country is gening inc- 
reasingly used to the affair 
between heir to the throne 
Charles, divorced from the 
glamorous Princess Diana 
in 1996, and Mrs. Parker 
Bowles, 49, the Mai! On 
Sunday said. 

Fifty-nine per cent think 
they should stay together 
and only 1 8 per cent want 


them to split up. The news- 
paper said 43 per cent said 
they should marry but 71 
per cent, d 1 n from 79 per 
cent this time last year, said 
Ms. Parker Bowles should 
never become quken. 

Prince Charles has said he 
would never remarry after 
the break-up of his 15-year 
marriage to Princess Diana 
but media reports have sug- 
gested he might be recon- 
sidering this. 

Fifty-three per cent said 
they believed Prince 
Charles would make a good 
king, a nine-point increase 
from last year. 


Human-embryo tissue transplanted in U.S. 


GAINESVILLE (R) — 
Surgeons fighting a Florida 
paralytic's spinal disease 
have transplanted human 
embryonic tissue for the 
first time in the United 
States, a hospital spokes- 
woman said Saturday. 

Using techniques devel- 
oped while experimenting 
on injured cats, neurosur- 
geons at the Universty of 
Florida Brain Institute at 
Shands Hospital Friday in- 
jected human embryonic 
spinal cord cells into a cav-^ 
icy in die paralysed man's' 


spine. 

The Florida man’s surgery 
was the first of 10 experi- 
mental procedures planned 
by the researchers through 
2001 on people with syrin- 
gomyelia, a chronic disor- 
der marked by expansion of 
a fluid-filled cavity within a 
damaged spinal cord. 

Syringomyelia is extreme- 
ly painful and increasingly 
curbs feeling and move- 
ment, the researchers said. 

“Our primary goal in this 
first clinical experience is to 
test whether these grafts can 


survive and, if so, to what 
extent they can fill the cavi- 
ty in the human spinal cord 
as they have in animals.” 
said Richard Fessler, the 
neurosurgeon who carried 
out the operation. 

Researchers said in a 
news release that the trans- 
plant procedure, if success- 
ful. could benefit many of 
the 10,000 Americans crip- 
pled each year with spinal 
injuries, mostly in automo- 
bile crashes. 
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Another look, another go 


A COUNTRY such as Jordan knows full 
well that when it comes to development 
it cannot go it alone. HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan could not have made that 
point any clearer with reference to the 
Kingdom as well as ail the participating 
countries attending the Medpartenariat 
conference in Amman, when he present- 
ed his inaugural address to the two-day 
event Saturday. His message set definite 
priorities: a comprehensive solution to 
the Arab-Israeli conflict, the stimulation 
of intra-regional trade and investment, 
and the advancement of the “powerful 
instrument 1 ” of regional and inter- 
regional cooperation. 

At the Medpartenariat meetings the 
focus is meant to be on helping small 
and medium enterprises from Europe 
and the Mediterranean to find each 
other, make connections and enter the 
bonds of fruitful partnerships. For sev- 
eral years now attendees to these meet- 
ings have witnessed how Jordan has 
laboured to open itself up to a more 
market-based, export-oriented economy 
with a keen eye on foreign investments. 
So what is standing in the way? 

Risk analysts would say the precari- 
ousness of the internal and external 
political situations in the Middle East. 
Big business is not about to gamble high 
stakes in regions that are incapable of 
providing adequate assurances of politi- 
cal stability. But large numbers of small 
to medium-size enterprises in intra- and 
inter-regional partnerships could lead 
the way. That is what European 
Commission member Christos Papoutsis 
meant when he told Saturday's meeting 
that small- and medium-size enterprises 
play a growing and decisive role for the 
creation of employment and economic 
stability of these regions. 

It is really quite simple, the partner- 
ship potential is there. One player has 
the space, another has the human 
resources, another has the raw materials 
and another has the equipment. Bring 
them altogether, jobs will be created, 
people will prosper and stability will 
grow and take hold. And then the risks 
i analysts will say: “Maybe it's time to 
j give the Middle East another look. 

| another go.” 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER lor Al Arab A1 Yawm Sunday criticised 
ihe political parties law which allows only a handful of 
people Jo establish a political party, and said lhal Jordan 
is now overcrowded with parties which enjoy no popu- 
lar base and whose numbers are confusing the ordinary 
citizens. Referring lo the newly formed National 
Popular Democratic Movement Party. Mohammad 
Suheihi said that it is regrettable that the law allows a 
family, or a group of families related to each other, to 
form a political party, without demanding that the new 
group issue a declaration of its principles and objec- 
tives. Ibe writer said that political parties are mush- 
rooming like charitable or philanthropic societies in 
Jordan, but their work and contact with the popular 
base is almost nil. The more political parties we have, 
he said, the more confused the Jordanian citizens 
become and the less effect these parties are having on 
the political scene. If the government can impose rules 
on newspapers, demanding lhal they have a minimum 
capital of JD 300.000. why wouldn’t it impose similar 
dictates on political parties, to ensure that only the best 
can emerge, asked the writer. He said that a small coun- 
try fike Jordan cannot absorb so many parties and the 
best policy is for those among them with similar objec- 
tives :uid principles to merge so they can work better, 
attract more supporters and' - serve better their nation. 


A WRITER tor Al Dustour expressed shock and sad- 
ness over a decision by Lebanon to exclude Iraqi ath- 
letes from ihe pan -Arab games held in Beirut. Jihad 
Momani said that the ; movc was a clear case of politi- 
cising sports, a move which is bound to adversely affect 
inter- Arab relations and cause further splits among 
Arab regimes. The Arabs are saddened to see the Iraqi 
athletes First stranded at Lebanese borders and then 
refused entry into Lebanon, all because some Gulf 
slates have allegedly threatened to boycott the games if 
the Iraqis attended, said the writer. Banning the Iraqis 
from entering Lebanon reflects the deep splits among 
the .Arabs and the deterioration of relations among their 
regimes, he said, addins that linking sports with politi- 
cal differences is bound to further deepen hatred among 
the Arabs, for the benefit of the enemies of the Arab 
Nation. The writer said that the Iraqi athletes might 
have been treated in a better manner had they arrived at 
the Israeli or the U.S. borders. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Ynsnf Mansur 


1990 s — when public and private sectors 


are becoming ‘honest partners 


THOSE OF us who read about economics and are con- 
sidered smdenrs of this so-called dismal science, have 
discovered an amazing thing: economics is becoming 
more and more of" an applied humane science. 
Economists who ordinarily scorn non-mathematical eco- 
nomic essays are increasingly accepting the works that 
“work," as’ opposed to the traditional works that only 
“think," which are thus embedded only in the abstract 
mind of the theoretician. 

Development economies, economic history, and institu- 
tional economics are coming back to the vocabulary of 
economic jargon despite years of academic disfavour. 
Moreover, economists such as Douglas North, an eco- 
nomic historian who received a Nobel Prize three years 
ago for his work in the field (see his excellent book 
“Institutions. Institutional Change and Economic 
Fundamentals”), has aided the inclusion of these ideas 
into mainstream economics. As a result of the work of 
economists such as North and many others, “culture,” 
“history” and “social capital” are new concepts that have 
merged with the economic mainstream to reform the 
intelligence of the economic profession and create new 
discoveries that make economics more applied. All to a 
good advantage for the profession, if one may say. 

Among the great discoveries of the 1990s is the new 


role of the government in the modem market economy: 
one of a partner with the private sector, not a foe or con- 
spirator. This private-public partnership is changing the 
way development is viewed. Additionally, it is now 
recognised, especially in developed economies, that the 
role of the government in the development process must 
be carefully tuned with transparency and simplicity in the 
country's regulatory and expenditure and tax structures. 
The government must also have effective systems set in 
place to monitor and evaluate its functions and organisa- 
tion in order to efficiently reward doers and punish doh- 
doers. 

Receiving help from international organisations and 
accepting that as part of the free market development 
process has become accepted as an inherent and neces- 
sary practice for development, especially where organisa- 
tions can avail world class expertise to the government 
and the private sector, an ability that significantly affects 
the provision of the correct development process. The 


expertise of the staff of the World Bank or the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is probably beyond 


International Monetary Fund (IMF) is probably beyond 
that of any developing economy government. Their neu- 
trality. international exposure and access to a varied and 
wide net of talent provides them with a comparative 
advantage when it comes to giving expertise and guid- 


Another major discovery of the nineties is the indepen- 
dence of central banks, or the emergence of central bank 
as economic leaders, whereby central bankers dominate 
the monetary policies of countries and upon retirement 
become treasured icons of a nation. It is tme that printing 
money does not create jobs, but inflation and deflation 
have been shown to be harmful to economies because a 
rise in the former lowers real incomes while a rise in tbe 
latter lowers real wealth; as a result, zero inflation is 
sought by the central banks of all countries. The likes of 
Volker and Greenspan, along with governors of central 
banks all over the world, are independent, listen very Hi- 
de to the cries of the growth advocates and worry a lot 
about inflation. 

Jordan seems well on its way to making use of these 
new gimmicks. And while economic laws are becoming 
more transparent, the Jordanian public and private sec- 
tors. which were at one time in collusion against the mar- 
ket system, are learning to become good and honest part- 
ners. 

The recent Euro-Medpartenariat, which in my view is 
much more important than the Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit, is an excellent example of this 
partnership at work. 


Middle Eastern religious nationalism: An 
anathema which can only be exorcised by reason 


By Lu’ayy Minwer 
Al Rimawi 


THE RECENT regrettable 
escalations in the West Bank 
are a stark reminder of the 
gravity of an impasse which 
is still devouring more vic- 
tims. Such violence also 
prejudices the Arab-Israeli 
cooperation which is gin- 
gerly being institution- 
alised. Yet. amidst this over- 
charged atmosphere, one 
musF assert that the solution 
cannot lie in succumbing to 
tbe dogma of religious 
nationalism or unrepentant 
irredentism for they will, by 
definition, lead to further 
polarisation and immutabil- 
ity. 

Arab and Israeli extrem- 
ists have contented them- 
selves with recycling out- 
moded cold war rhetoric 
which fails to confront new 
global challenges. And their 
affected cynicism cannot 
produce earnest solutions to 
the immediate regional 
problems. Moreover, 
extremists on both sides 
must not be allowed to fur- 
ther enslave the region to 
their destructive ideological 
and nationalist fixations. 
For. as their myopia clearly 
demonstrates, their pseudo- 
righteous selves fail to see 
through the shared benefits 
of a just regional order, 
based on palpable but 
imperative compromises. 

Indeed, it is also highly 
objectionable for Arab and 
Jewish fanatics To offensive- 
ly vilify what is held as 
sacrosanct. Nobody should 
be congratulated for erect- 
ing offensive anti-Semitic 
or anti-Islamic placards or 
signs. For the di.stasteful- 
ness of such acts is only 
indicative of individuals 
consumed by blinkeredness 
and puerile hatefulness. 
How should anyone elicit 
sadistic gratification front 
demeaning what others hold 
dear, whether it is religious, 
nationalist or horrific past? 
Furthermore, such gratu- 
itous cross-national insults 
are turning the tide in favour 
of Jewish zealots and Arab 
fundamentalists who have 
traditionally seen the con- 
flict in terms of “divine” 


ideological and historical 
truisms which cannot be 
compromised. 

Ironically enough, despite 
constant international politi- 
cal and social flux. Middle 
Eastern extremism, in all its 
nationalist and religious 
manifestations, has tradi- 
tionally been wagging the 
tail of events. When one 
looks back at the not-too- 
distanced history of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, one 
observes that Arab and 
Jewish radicals were often 
“united” in their blinkered 
rejectionism. Extremists on 
both sides have been equal- 
ly responsible for scupper- 
ing^the early international 
attempts *to” settle the con- 
flict peacefully. It is histori- 
cally well documented that 
both parties often simulta- 
neously (and vehemently) 
rejected many of the concil- 
iatory proposals ro be 
found, for example, in the 
1936/37 Peel Committee, 
the 1938 Woodhead 
Committee, the White Paper 
of 1939. the 1945 Fitzgerald 
recommendations or the 
Technical Anglo-American 
Committee, known as the 
1 946 Morrison-Grady 
Committee. Neither have 
the two parties fully accept- 
ed General Assembly 
Resolution 181 (best known 
as the U.N.'s Partition Plan 
of Palestine of Nov. 29. 
1947). 

It would be rather politi- 
cally naive lo pin the causes 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
on one reason and disregard 
other contributing factors. 
Yet. although one does not 
attempt to be reductionist or 
tendentious, one observes 
that Israeli extremism and 
religious nationalism is 
largely responsible for the 
ills currently besetting the 
tattered Middle Eastern 
peace process. And it is not 
only Arabs who are current- 
ly deeply exasperated with 
the right-wing Israeli gov- 
ernment and the ill-judged 
support which it is receiving 
from some American quar- 
ters. Mr. Netanyahu's poli- 
cies are also the subject of 
justified British criticism. 
Very recently Lord Wright 
of Richmond (Chairman of 


the London-based Royal 
Institute of International 
Affairs) has fiercely criti- 
cised Mr. Netanyahu’s 
“highly provocative” settle- 
ment policy. In his latest 
speech before the House of 
Lords, Lord Wright 
observed that there could be 
“no greater encouragement 
of tension and extremism 
than the continuation of 
Israel's present Settlement 
policies in East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank.” 
Moreover, recently. Dr. 
George Carey, after refer- 
ring to a poem entitled the 
"Wandering Palestinian”, 
said: “As I read it. I realise 
how much I take for granted 
the sense of belonging and 
identification I find in being 
British and being pan of a 
proud and confident nation. 
Can I deprive others of that 
right? Surely dol“ 


why Israeli settlements are 
really illegal and hence 
unacceptable: Their very 
presence negates tbe con- 
cept of “land for peace” and 
they infringe on widely 
accepted international law 
rules, such as articles 46, 
43. 23/2, 53/2 of the Hague 
1907 Convention. These 
articles proscribe the confis- 
cation, seizure, expropria- 
tion and requisition of pri- 
vate property. In addition. 
Paragraph 6 of Article 49 of 
the 1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention unequivocally 
prohibits the occupier from 
transferring its civilian pop- 
ulation into occupied terri- 
tories. Moreover, Paragraph 
4 of Article 1 of the 1977 
First Geneva Protocol plugs 
the technical legal loophole 
found in Article 2 of the 
1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention concerning the 


“ After the demise of the bipolar interna- 
tional system and the heavy introduction 
of ballistic technology into the region, 
much of the strategic arguments for 
Israel's retaining the 1967 territories 
have been rendered obsolete . Durable, 
equitable peace, regional integration 
and bilateral and multilateral military 
arrangements are becoming a more 
realise bulwark for maintaining collec- 
tive security . ” 


Evidently, the religious 
and historical underpin- 
nings of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict cannot be ignored. 
But when it comes to issue 
like the settlements, 
refugees and Jerusalem, 
international law and the 
will of the international 
community (as enshrined in 
the 1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention. the 1907 
Hague Convention, the 
1977 First Geneva Protocol 
and the wealth of Security 
Council. General Assembly 
and UNESCO resolutions) 
must be adhered to. For 
Jxample, if the ideological 
sheioric were to be 
unveiled, it would not need 
^iuch legal dexterity to see 


disputed sovereignty over 
the West Bank and Gaza. 
Even, when it comes to the 
issue of Arab East 
Jerusalem, as opposed to the 
corpus separatum legal sys- 
tem which was enshrined in 
General Assembly resolu- 
tions 181. 185, 187, 194 and 
303, the de facto partition of 
the city which followed the 
I94S war was implicitly 
accepted by the internation- 
al community. Post- 1 967 
war United Nations resolu- 
tions have categorically 
condemned Israel's usurpa- 
tion of the Arab pan and 
declared “null and void" all 
Israeli laws and measures 
designed to prejudice the 
international status of Arab 


East Jerusalem. General 
Assembly resolutions 2253, 
2254 or 36/120E and 
Security Council resolu- 
tions 252, 267, 271, 298 and 
in particular resolutions 
465. 476 and 478 (in 
response to the Basic Israeli 
law which was presented to 
the Knesset in April 1980 
and became effective in 
July), have all rejected 
Israel’s unilateral actions. 

Hedley Bull in “The 
Anarchical Society” once 
opined that order and justice 
are not mutually exclusive 
and longevity for any order 
dictates incorporation of 
notions of justice. One, 
however, adds that the con- 
tinuing Israeli measures in 
the West Bank and Arab 
East Jerusalem can hardly 
contribute to a just regional 
order. 

To cement stability in the 
region and promote a just 
order, Mr. Netanyahu will 
eventually have to become 
bolder in confronting the 
unplacable demands of the 
extreme right-wing Israeli 
minority. Needless to men- 
tion, by continuing to can- 
tonise the West Bank 
(including Arab East 
Jerusalem) at such a pace, 
the present Israeli govern- 
ment is only denuding the 
peace process of the support 
of many moderate Arabs 
who. hiiheno. have whole- 
heartedly believed in the 
validity of peace. Morevoer, 
Mr. Netanyahu's latest 
rhetoric in which he reaf- 
firmed the indivisibility of 
Jerusalem and Israel’s per- 
- petual retaining of large 
chunks of the illegally occu- 
pied Arab territories is hard- 
ly conducive to promoting 
regional justice. 

One can justifiably add 
that Israeli right-wingers’ 
paranoia over security con- 
cerns is much-too-much 
overdone. After the demise 
of the bipolar international 
system and the heavy intro- 
duction of ballistic technol- 
ogy into the region, much of 
the strategic arguments for 
Israel’s retaining the 1967 
territories have been ren- 
dered obsolete. Durable, 
equitable peace, regional 
integration and bilateral and 


The writer is a law doctoral 
researcher, a member of tte 
teaching staff and a Tutorial 
Fellow at the London 
School of Economics 
Political Science ( LSE l- Hi 
holds a master degree 
law from Cambridge 
University and a master t? 
science in intematior® 
relations from the LSE fl f 
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The Independent on Sunday^ 
the International Berak 
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Journal of Internationa 
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Financial Services 14* 
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the Middle East 
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with the deputy foreign & 
tor of The Independent <#• 
the chief editor of 
Jewish Chronicle P 01 ^. 
pated. He contributed 
article to the Jordan Tunej 


Explosive situation in Indonesian province after ethnic riots 


t ur e 


PONTIANAK. Indonesia 
(.AFP) — The Indonesian 
province of West Kalimantan 
on the island of Borneo faces 
an explosive situation with 
Madurese settlers returning 
to areas they had fled four 
months ago amid a fury of 
ethnic violence. 

Hundreds of Madurese 
were massacred in January 
and February by the indige- 
nous Dayaks. who are 
unlikely to take kindly to the 
larest movement, and already 
one Madurese man has been 
killed, Sn .AFP reporter visit- 
ing the region learned. 

The enmity between the 
Dayaks. who make up 40 per 
ceni of the population, and 
the Madurese has a long his- 


tory. Moreover, the Dayaks 
arc animist or Catholic, the 
Madurese strict Muslims, 
but both are at the bottom of 
the economic and social lad- 
der. 

“Any time, anything could 
start again and this time 
spread to all Kalimantan, ‘‘ 
said an academic at the 
provincial capital, 

Pontianak. voicing a widely 
echoed sentiment. 

Mindful of the gravity of 
the situation. Indonesian 
Armed Forces Commander 
in Chief General Faisal 
Tanjung called a meeting of 
Dayak and Madurese com- 
munity leaders earlier this 
week in Pontianak, more 
than 1,200 kilometres north 


of Jakarta. 

The meeting failed to yield 
any tangible result, said a 
participant who wished to 
remain anonymous. “The 
(general) talked. the 
Madurese talked too. The 
Dayak did not react, they just 
nodded and smiled,” he said. 

Madurese leaders wanted 
the army to help the commu- 
nity resettle and to provide 
them with security, especial- 
ly in localities from where 
the Dayaks had chased them 
out. 

‘Tanjung said ‘yes’ but 
added that he will talk with 
the regional military leaders 
and that the Dagak leaders 
had to be consulted too," the 
participant source said. 


The Madurese began to 
return to West Kalimantan in 
late June. 

Originally from the over- 
populated areas of East Java, 
the Madurese who fled 
Borneo were officially said 
to number 5.000 but were in 
fact triple that. 

Their return, spurred by 
economic motives, has come 
about gradually, with small 
groups of families returning 
First to areas least affected by 
violence or the ones that suf- 
fered the least damage. 

No Madurese has dared 
return to Pontianak disirict, 
the scene of the worst vio- 
lence. 

"Where could they go? 
There is no more Madurese 


here and it is not tomorrow 
that they are going to start 
building here again,” said a 
local Dayak leader. 

“They should not come 
back now,” said another. 
"The repatriation was too 
fast, in a hurry. The Dayak 
attitude is still vety nega- 
tive." 

In fact, for the first time 
since the end of the mass 
rioting, one Madurese man 
was killed in Montrado 
region, northeast of 
Pontianak. 

The man, along with a 
dozen fellow Madurese, had 
begun harvesting rubber 
from the trees he had aban- 
doned in January. But the 
Dayaks had taken the trees to 


be theirs to harvest _ 

In a confrontation in 
forest, tension mounted : 
shot tang out and 
Madurese fell, according 
Dayak version of the evenj* 
When a Madurese 
asked General Tanjung ***£ 
the incident, he simply*®: 
“This is a criminal mso® 
The Dayaks said nothmgv 
Early this year. 
sparked by a scuffle ben^ 
young Dayaks and 
spread to almost 
inhabited by the Wgr 
leaving at least 1 mft 
Tbe victims' 
systematically 
there were cases 
ism, according tt> 
nesses. 


multilateral military 

arrangements are becoming 
a more realistic bulwark for 
maintaining collective seat 
rity. 

Ai though their position 
vis-i-vis the peace process 
is constantly being under- 
mined by Mr. Netanyahu’s 
extreme and provocative 
measures, Arab moderates 
have not yet exchanged 
their optimism for complete 
despair. They still - assume 
that the majority of the 
Israeli public shares their 
rejection of perpetuating s 
conflict which has vora- 
ciously devoured many pre- 
cious lives and dissipated 
much-needed regkfflfll 
resources. Neither do Arab 
moderates doubt hoda 
shared aspirations for a 
more prosperous region, 
bonded by determination id 
look forward positively and 
progressively. Yet, these 
same moderates still cannot 
fathom why Mi 
Netanyahu’s regressive reli- 
gious nationalism is so 
obdurately bent on dousing 
the prospects of reaching a 
just regional order. 
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Arab-Euromediterranean cooperation 
culture-bound vs culture-free understanding 


By Dr. Hate Sabri 

THE FACT dial the word 
“culture” is used in two 
quite different senses 
often leads to confusion, 
In this article, “culture” 
does not mean, “civilisa- 
tion", that is knowledge 
of the arts, such as music 
and sculpture, nor does it 
refer to‘ social graces, 
both combined in the 
image, in Europe at least, 
of the culturally refined 
person. It does mean, as 
common amongst anthro- 
pologists, a collective 
phenomenon of acquired 
patterns of thinking, feel- 
ing and acting, shared by 
people who live or lived 
within the same social 
environment and thus, 
distinguishes the mem- 
bers of one group from 
another. 

Everywhere, nowadays, 
scholars and politicians 
seek to explain econom- 
ics, politics and diploma- 
cy in terras of “culture 


. areas’" rather than policies 
or ideas, economic inter- 
ests »r personalities. 

On the whole, cultural- 
ly, we are whal we are 
because of the histories of 
our societies, including 
their economies and reli- 
gions. Few of us can, but 
only slowly, change what 
we are, and few would 
want to. Yet, a culture of 
any society cannot be pic- 
tured by itself, hul only 
by comparison with oLher 
societies; and il is only in 
“culture shock" that we 
become aware of culture 
when we encounter 
another one. Therefore, it 
is all too easy to attribute 
too much to societal cul- 
ture. 

Yet, to learn to recog- 
nise culture and its fea- 
tures in practice is a pow- 
erful aid to mutual under- 
standing. and a powerful 
means of explanation. 

Undoubtedly, there are 
many areas in which 
mutual understanding 


amongst the Mediter- 
ranean countries is 
required. One of these is 
in projects where the var- 
ious partners will work 
together in the construc- 
tion of a Mediterranean 
cultural area. Arguably, 
though, for these projects 
to be successful, a better 
understanding of the dri- 
ving forces that shape the 
way south and north 
Mediterranean countries 
manage their businesses 
and organisations is 
required. 

I believe that considera- 
tion of this issue will be 
relevant to foster better 
mutual understanding and 
the future trends of the 
business environment in 
the North and South 
Mediterranean countries. 

Obviously, Arab and 
European societies have 
distinct cultures. When 
reference is made to the 
Arabs, usually they are 
referred to as one nation 
— or one integrated soci- 


ety — which shares some 
main characteristics: 
environment, people, lan- 
guage. religion, social 

structure ana culture, but 

lacks a unified political 
system. On the other 
hand, when reference is 
made to the Europeans, it 
is argued that Europe, as 
one distinct culture, does 
not exist. Some even find 
it misleading that Euro- 
peans look more or less 
alike, but this does not 
mean they are culturally 
alike. 

When comparing man- 
agement and organisa- 
tions in European and 
Arab Mediterranean 
countries. I would like 
emphasise that the aim is 
not to discuss how Arab 
and European manage- 
ment styles differ. Rattier, 
the aim is to highlight 
some shared characteris- 
tics in the cultures of 
these different societies 
that outstanding research 
has found to be manifest- 


Medpartenariat conference in Amman 


(Continued from page 1) 

not gain any advantage 
unless we market products 
with strong potential.” 
Representatives of over 
400 companies from Jor- 
dan, the European Union 
fEU), Egypt. Tunisia, 
Morocco, Palestine and 
Israel, held meetings yes- 
terday in a bid to establish 
joint ventures and create a 
suitable environment for 
growth of small- and medi- 
um-size enterprises. 

Nasso Christoyannopou- 
ios, head of the division at 
the European Commission 
told the Jorddfc -Times that 
the “ultimate goal of the 
gttthertng" J is' v to 'establish 
solid contracts and bring 
people together to cooper- 
ate in the future.” 

The European official 
conceded that the priority 
of some European compa- 
nies is to sell their products 
in Jordan, but expressed 
his optimism that the meet- 
ing will result in the sign- 
ing of joint ventures by 30 
to 40 per cent of the partic- 
ipating companies. 

“Representatives from 
European companies 

would never come to Jor- 
dan if they do not believe 
that the meetings will be 
useful,” said Mr. Christoy- 
annopoulos. 

He lauded Jordan’s 
efforts in upgrading its 
economy and said the 
“investment difficulties 

experienced in the past do 
not exist any more.” 

Mr. Christoyannopoulos 
said Jordan is also doing 
its utmost in achieving 
peace in the Middle East 


adding that the Kingdom 
has had good relations with 
the EU since both coun- 
tries signed the protocol of 
cooperation in 1978. 

In a press conference. 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade Secretary General 
Mohammad Halaiqa hoped 
that the Medpartenariat 
will provide the country 
with export opportunities 
to EU markers, facilitate 
technology transfer and 
establish joint ventures 
berween Jordanian and 
European companies. 

“The number of the com- 
panies participating is a 
good i indication of the 
interest in this event.” said 
Dr/Halaiqa: , ■ . ” 

He ruled out that the 
political situation in the 
region was the major cause 
behind the limited partici- 
pation from Arab coun- 
tries. 

“Financial and technical 
reasons were behind this, 
but if the political situation 
had been better, there 
would have been more par- 
ticipation from Arab coun- 
tries," he said. 

Also on Sunday, Reera 
Badran. acting director 
general at the Investment 
Promotion Corporation 
gave a seminar highlight- 
ing the investment climate 
in the Kingdom and the 
new set of legislation the 
government introduced to 
facilitate the dealings of 
businessmen wishing to 
invest in Jordan. 

Ms. Badran said the gov- 
ernment has taken a num- 
ber of measures aimed at 
jump-starting the economy 
including full liberalisation 


of foreign exchange deal- 
ings. abolishing the 50 per 
cent non-Jordanian equity 
ownership in several sec- 
tors. 

Jordanian export compa- 
nies are now exempt from 
income tax and the private 
sector is allowed to own 
and run industrial estates 
and free zones, she said. 

Ms. Badran said that the 
Kingdom initialled a part- 
nership agreement with the 
EU and is in the process of 
joining the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 

Jordan's trade relations 
with various international 
markets’ 'are facilitated by 
die Generalised System of 
Preference (GSP), and the 
country also enjoys a non- 
reciprocal preferential eco- 
nomic status with the EU. 
Ms. Badran said. 

She said that the Med- 
panenariat in Jordan will 
be a fruitful step towards 
economic and business 
cooperation, adding that it 
also represents a unique 
opportunity to increase 
ventures between small 
and medium-size enter- 
prises between Jordan and 
theEU. 

Yusuf Mansur, head of 
the technical unit at the 
Ministry of Planning, 
addressed the partnership 
agreement Jordan initialled 
with the EU in April. 

He said the agreement 
would encourage direct 
European investments in 
Jordan, facilitate the trans- 
fer of technology and pro- 
vide the country’s agricul- 
tural and industrial prod- 
ucts with free access to EU 
markets. 


Dr. Mansur added that 
the agreement calls for the 
gradual elimination of 
trade obstacles within a 
period of 12 years. 

Mohammad Khatib, 
president of the Jordan- 
Europe Business Associa- 
tion (JEBA), stressed the 
need to follow up on meet- 
ings aftej the conference is 
over. 

“I don’t underestimate 
the value of any partenari- 
at, it would remain mean- 
ingless without follow up.” 
he said. 

Mr. Khatib. whose asso- 
ciation assists small- and 
medium- size enterprises 
in facilitating their transac- 
tions with minimum risks, 
said trade exchange 
berween Jordanian and 
European SMEs is limited. 

He said that JEBA aims 
at encouraging exchange 
of investment between Jor- 
dan and the EU through the 
provision of business sup- 
port services tailored to the 
needs of businessmen from 
both regions. 

The gathering was organ- 
ised by the Jordan Export 
Development and Com- 
mercial Centres Corpora- 
tion (JEDCO) in coopera- 
tion with the EU. 

Participants expressed 
their satisfaction with the 
organisation of the confer- 
ence. 

“Surprisingly, the con- 
ference is well organised, 
better than some European 
events," said Kurt Altman 
a national counsellor from 
the Austrian delegation. 
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ed in the way their organ- 
isations are managed and 
organised. A fundamental 
question is therefore: 
How far and in what 
respect do Mediterranean 
countries play a part, 
together with other influ- 
ences, in shaping the way 
their organisations arc 
ran'.' The answer to this 
question could be 
searched in the most 
debated issues, nowa- 
days, in the study of inter- 
national management, 
that is a “culture- free” 
thesis as against a “cul- 
ture-bound” thesis. 

In general terms, the 
“culture-free” thesis sug- 
gests that, in all countries, 
there are stable relation- 
ships between context 
and structure of organisa- 
tions. Size and cfepen- 
dence are key elements in 
the explanation of the 
broad features of organi- 
sations worldwide. Fur- 
thermore, the thesis main- 
tains that all what we are 
seeing in worldwide 
development of non-cul- 
ruraJ factors, such as 
industrialisation, technol- 
ogy, large-scale opera- 
tions and" growing inter- 
dependencies of interna- 
tional multi-organisation- 
al systems, means that, in 
due course, there will be a 
common global “manage- 
ment culture.” 

On the other hand, the 
“culture-bound” thesis 
suggests that there are 
still considerable differ- 
ences berween countries. 
Even though the institu- 
tional contexts and man- 
agement structures of two 
organisations might be 
the same, if they are in 
different societies with 


different cultures, Lhe 
people will behave differ- 
ently. This is because, the 
thesis argues, people are 
culture bound and they 
react to their organisa- 
tional problems according 
to their ideas about what 
an organisation should be 
like and how it should be 
ran. 

To understand the dif- 
ferences and similarities 
between how organisa- 
tions are ran in different 
cultures, the thesis high- 
light. two main factors 
(amongst five main fac- 
tors of national culture): 
the first is called “power 
distance”, which means 
the extent to which less 
powerful members of 
institutions and organisa- 
tions within a country 
expect and accept that 
power is distributed 
unequally (in other 
words, how far the culture 
encourages superiors to 
exerx power): the second 
is called “uncertainty 
avoidance” which means 
the extent to which func- 
tions should be structured 
in laws, rules and proce- 
dures. to limit uncertain- 
ty. 

The theory showed 
results of the remarkable 
work of the Dutch schol- 
ar, Geert Hofstede. who 
revealed that on these two 
factors, differences exist- 
ed between the north 
European countries (such 
as Britain. Ireland. Ger- 
many, Sweden. Nether- 
lands, Switzerland. Fin- 
land. Belgium. Austria. 
Norway and Denmark) 
and south European coun- 
tries (such as France. 
Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Yugoslavia. Greece and 


Turkey). Whereas all 
north European countries 
I except for Belgium) 
stand low on the" way 
authority is handled (i.e!. 

decentralisation is popular 
and hierarchy in organisa- 
tions means "an inequality 
of roles, established for 
convenience), all south 
European countries siand 
high on the same factor 
( i.e.. centralisation of 
authority is popular and 
hierarchy reflects the exis- 
tential inequality between 
ups and lower-downs). 

On the uncertainty 
avoidance factor, while all 
countries of the first group 
(except for Germany, Fin- 
land. Austria and Switzer- 
land) also stand low ti.e.. 
there should not be more 
rules than is strictly neces- 
sary). ah countries of the 
second group stand high 
l i.e., there is an emotional 
need for rules, even if 
these will never work). 

Ironically, when Arab 
and south European 
(Mediterranean) countries 
were compared on the 
same facrors, it was found 
that they all stand high on 
power distance and uncer- 
tainty avoidance. Apart 
from contextual effects, 
both Arab and south Euro- 
pean cultures encourage 
nigh centralisation of 
authority and high 
reliance on rales and prV 
cedures as means to oper- 
ate their businesses. 

In terms of both argu- 
ments, the culture free and 
culture specific, the mes- 
sage seems clear: to over- 
come all prejudices and to 


attain deeper mutual 
knowledge and fruitful 
cooperation, all concerned 
parties on the two shores 
of the Mediterranean are 
called to acquire real 
knowledge through a deep 
consideration of fheir sim- 
ilarities as well as their 
dissimilarities. 

The culture-free argu- 
ment rests on the impact 
of macro aspects of indus- 
trialisation. technological 
development and effective 
operations. These factors 
push towards the same 
work to be done. The easy 
communication, travel 
and trade encourage the 
cross-cultural learning 
which can pressure 
towards better mutual 
understanding. The alter- 
native case is that the cul- 
ture-specific argument 
sets limits to this under- 
standing. But under cer- 
tain conditions. this 
understanding of how to 
jointly run businesses 
would be much easier if 
different cultures pos- 
sessed. to a certain extent, 
similar characteristics. 

Let us all hope that it 
will not be too long before 
a convergence in manage- 
ment and organisations of 
the Mediterranean coun- 
tries have been identified. 

The writer is executive 
director of the Amman- 
based Arab Thought 
Forum. She contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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Nabulsi co mments on indebtedness and lifting of currency 
contr ols, warns of any relaxation in deficit control 

Former governor of Central Bank 


expects interest rates to drop 
gradually by two percentage points 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Moham- Nabulsi added 
mad Said Nabulsi. the To illustrate 
former governor of the drop in credits 
Central "Bank of Jordan, by banks in 


Law). 

“I would urge the Cen- 


expects interest rates 
charged by licensed 
banks to decline by about 


banks to decline by about 
two or three percentage 
points over the coming 
12 months to as low as 
11.5 per cent for prime 
clients. 

He commended the 
Central Bank for sig- 
nalling ah licensed banks 
in the Kingdom that 
interest rates have 
peaked and that the time 
js ripe for a gradual 
reduction. Still Dr. 
Nabulsi ruled out a 
return to the low interest 
rates of past years. 

"It is a must that at no 
time we should have 
negative interest rates in 
Jordan” Dr. Nabulsi 
stressed, pointing out 
that the fixed dinar-dol- 
lar exchange rate makes 
it necessary to have 
interest rates on the dinar 
two or three points high- 
er than the rate on the 
dollar. 

Dr. Nabulsi explained 
that the policy of high 
interest rates is usually 
used as a monetary 
weapon in many coun- 
tries to fight inflation, 
but that was not the case 
in Jordan where the 


To illustrate the sharp 
drop in credits extended 
by banks in 1996, he 
referred to Central Bank 
statistics showing credits 
growing by only 
JD214.6 million to 
JD3.920 million by the 
end of last year. This 5.8 
per cent growth com- 


tral Bank to keep a high 
ceiling or monetary safe- 


guards to monitor the sit- 
uation.” Dr. Nabulsi said. 


He specifically men- 
tioned the investors com- 


pares with a 1 4. 1 per cent 
expansion in 1995. 


expansion in ivy?. 

Asked to evaluate the 
step taken by the Central 
Bank in abolishing all 


controls on foreign 


exchange and fully liber- 
alising the currency mar- 
ket, Dr. Nabulsi was all 
praise for the move not- 
ing that such a step was a 
target that he pursued 
gradually while ne was 
m office. 

However, he himself 
would have been more 
cautious if he was to take 
the decision, especially 
bearing in mind the situ- 
ations "faced recently in 


ations faced recently in 
Mexico and Thailand 


ing to play the stock mar- 
ket only for profit and 
then withdrawing quick- 
ly to other markets. 

The third topic raised 
with Dr. Nabulsi was the 
level of indebtedness 
which he described as 
still high. 

He said 30 to 40 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product is generally 
acceptable, but in the 
case of Jordan, indebted- 
ness is now 95 per cent 
of the gross domestic 
product, down from more 
than 200 per cent in 
19S9-1990. 

“What is comforting, 
though, is the reschedul- 
ing arrangements which 
lessen the servicing of 
the debt,” Dr. Nabulsi 
indicated, pointing out 
that the amount in this 



Mohammad Said Nabulsi 


objective was to raise 
foreign currency reserves 
and lure people into 
depositing in Jordanian 
dinars. 


where a sudden outflow 
of funds rocked those 
countries. 

Noting the importance 
of the element of conti- 
nuity in terms of main- 
taining low balance of 
payments deficit and 
nigh foreign exchange 
reserves, the former gov- 
ernor would, in addition, 
still have opted for safe- 
guards. 

Despite the improve- 
ment in the foreign cur- 
rency reserves and the 


regard has dropped from 
JD1.25 million annually 
in the past to JD450.000 


However.. he acknowl-. ^success.in reducing the 
edged that the high inter- deficit in the balance of 


est rate policy served as a 
multi-purpose tool as it 
also prevented specula- 
tion against the dinar, 
curbed credit facilities 
and slowed imports and 
consumption. 

On the negative side, 
the former Central Bank 
governor said, high inter- 
est rates have damaged 
economic activity and 
caused a recession that 
was being hiehlighted in 
adverse Teedback. Now 
that the negative effects 
outweigh the positive 
benefits, "it is time to 
review the strategy.” Dr. 


payments from 17 per 
cent of the gross domes- 
tic product" to five per 
cent and then to 3.5 per 
cent. Dr. Nabulsi saw 
possible risks coming 
from maior entities ana 


from major entities and 
large investors who can 
move significant 

amounts of funds with 
speculative motives too 
fast. 

He added.however.that 
he feels comfortable with 
this measure as long as it 
did not entail as yefabol- 
ishing the current legisla- 
tion on currency controls 
(the Foreign "Exchange 


at present. 

Dr. Nabulsi stressed the 
importance of seizing 
any opportunity to 
reduce the indebtedness 
through, for example, 
debt swaps, purchasing 
debt at a discount or 
obtaining cheap credits 
to amortise expensive 
loans. He indicated that 
the Kingdom’s indebted- 
ness now stands at $6.58 
billion compared to $8.5 
billion in 1990. 

The former governor 
who was behind the suc- 
cessful implementation 
of the financial reform 
that followed the 1988- 
1990 economic crisis 
until he retired in 1996 
was glad that the internal 
debt of the government 
was sharply down. 

Commenting on the 
people's repeated com- 
plaints of economic diffi- 
culties when official sta- 


tistics point to improving 
conditions. Dr. Nabulsi 


indicated that such a con- 
tradictory situation 
shows an imbalance in 
the distribution of eco- 


nomic benefits among 

the various sectors of the 
" 

S ing to the ques- 
what is the key to 
maintain the economic 
well-being of the country 
and what is the red line 
that should not be 
crossed. Dr. Nabulsi 
answered: ‘The red line 
is the deficit in the bud- 
get” 

He noted that the bud- 
get deficit has been grad- 
ually reduced but may 
not reach the target of 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product set for 
next year. He predicted 
the deficit to be now in 
excess of four per cent. 

Dr. Nabulsi saw no 
problems arising until 
the end of 1998 when the 
IMF-guided structural 
adjustment programme 
draws to a close. He pre- 
dicted that the strength of 
the economy will remain 
until the year 2000 even 
if some minor negative 
developments affect the 
country between 1998 
and 2000. 

“What will happen 
after the year 2000 
depends very much on 
reigning the ooverament 
spending and on politi- 
cians not derailing the 
successful course of the 
economy.” emphasised 
the respected governor 
and financial expert who 
now runs his own con- 
sultancy office known as 
“the Trust House for 
Financial and Investment 
Services.” 
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-AfJD with iWJSJC PIPED (NTO\ 
Tug FLUSTEf? FRANKFURTER 
FACTORY YOU WILL. GST MORE J 
AC TOM OUT OF VOUR HELP/c*' 




WALTZ A UTTLE FASTER? 

TWS IS abhombaj ^ 


P CCD 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & 

US Dollar 17*00 

DE Mark 0.561* 

GB Sterling 1*950 3-0070 


CH Franc 
JP Yen 

CA Dollar 

tT Lira 


0.6*17 121.25 

0.00*7 1.5559 

072*3 1776* 
07006 17301 


NL Guilder 0*9*9 *8.79 

FR Franc 0.1661 07955 


Cross Rates 
7 :QBP 1 CHF~ 
07900 1*670 

03312 07241 
2*742 

0 * 01 * 

03156 17*23 

0*316 17682 

03413 07849 

07942 73.19 

07979 243546 


Prices 

CAD 

13731 

07710 

23274 

07364 

17003 


170 

1513.09 

5770 

1*76 


as at 

' 1727.00 
9697* 
292777 
1178*3 
15.10 
124377 


13/07/97 17:40 

2.0043 6.0215 

1.125* 338Z2 

33973 107064 
13675 4.101* 
17570 57635 

1*373 43027 
1170 3*847 

3.0035 

337700 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


- ^Currency/ < 
US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar* 
GB Sterling 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 


0.18*8 

18.779* 

0.1945 

23394 

0.1928 

0*614 

07090 


39*82* 

17304 

123926 

13212 

2*441 

1.1072 


LB 

w.EGS* 

153470 

37875 

2167-37 

4.7848 

409.15 

0*032 

mmm 

89*541 

42177 

0*306 

507078 

0*306 

417*4 

0*224 

452.99 

2*076 


Energy 

Brent 1**0 1877 

W.Texa 1934 19.1* 

Bonny 1**0 1*77 

Dubai 16.65 1670 

UL Gas 17970 178.00 


SAR/yai 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


Mid-East Currencies 
.^USDg^DEM: QBp-I 

0766* 0*74* 0.1573 
07723 0*8497 0.16065 
33043 5.8*582 1.94932 
03377 47.169* 157495 
1325 3*265 1.1354 


Mr > 

039142 307027 
039973 31.1507 
4.8496* 378.072 
387105 30303 
2724 220728 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


MetaT 
Gold (oz's) 
Silver (oz'a) 
Platinum (ox's) 
AL (3 Months) 
CU (3 Months) 
Zinc (3 Months) 
Lead (3 Months 
Nl (3 Months) 


Period 

- 1 - : 


;>6- ; 


C’nfcy 

Mon 1 ^ 

Months 

Months 

Months 

USD 

573 

579 

5*8 

5.7* 

GBP 

6.68 

6.93 

7.12 

772 

JPY 

0.56 

0.65 

0.68 

0.74 

DEM 

3.00 

3.03 

3*9 

3.11 

FRF 

3*2 

377 

373 

377 

CHF 

175 

175 

178 

. 171 

ITL 

6*7 

6*2 

677 

674 


Main Equity Indices 


■■•■BdUr*d> v - ; Indefc; _ 
NewYork >- DOW JONES 

Newvorfc S&P 500 


Newyorfc 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


FT-SE 100 
NIKKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Value-/ : 
792172 
91678 
<7997 
19875*9 
294179 
404077 


Chhfl 

%Chns 

High., :: l.dw\ 

35.06 

0*4 

795579 788771 

2.9 

072 

919.74 913.11 

31.7 

0.66 

4800.1 47657 

120.71 

071 

19892* 19642* 

127 

0*3 

2948*9 292878 

4879 

172 

4050*1 401776 


JOD Cross Rates 


• Commodity 
Coffee (c/Ibs) 

179.17 

v r Oefivdiy 1 
Spat .. 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1595 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

324 

Spat 

Wheat (Srton) 

1477 

Spot 

Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 

21.9 

128 

0 

Spot 

Spot 

Spot 

Rice ( S/ton] 

480 

Spot 


. US Dollar 
GB Steriling 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 

Source: Centr; 


* S«y . Sdl-; 

, Q.70*, „0J1<L 
1.1977 13037 
03972 03992 
0*819 0*843 

0.1174 0.11* 

0.6185 0.6216 
03528 03546 

0*094 0*114 
il Bank of Jordan. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Have being 
4 Check 
8 Gay — 

13 Attire 

15 — avis 

16 house is his 
castle’ 

17 Hosiery shade 

18 Prayer word 

19 Martyred leader. 
Anwar 

20 Solar or 
electrical 

22 Pair 

24 On — (clinched) 

25 Compose (or 
printing 

28 Ovine confine 

29 Loose rock 
32 Pantomime 

player 

34 — du Oiable 

35 Shipboard 
prison 

37 Speechified 
x 41 UN' body 
• 44 Racer 
45 Mil. letters 
t 46 Pub potion 
c 47 Type of chair 
49 Wom-out 
51 Fireplace part - 
54 Members of a 
jazz band 

56 A long, long 
time 

57 Haggard novel 

58 Black Sea port 
62 Old-womanish 
64 Type of egg 

67 Byway 

68 — Hall U. 

69 Neck part 

70 Roofing material 

71 Dutch — 

72 Russian inland 
lake 

73 Monk's title 


110 111 112 


|29 |30 [31 


38 39 140 


151 1 52 1 53 


159 ISO 161 


164 165 166 


DOWN 

1 Long time 

2 Piquant 

3 Goes astray 

4 Trouble for a 
swimmer 

5 Sandwich meat 

6 Wrath i. 


by Alan Olschwang 

7 One behind the 
other 

8 Ei TX 

9 “I. — Camera" 

10 Wireless 

- transmission 

11 Make into law 

12 First name in 
cosmetics 

14 Rat-topped hill 

21 ft's raised In 
reproach 

23 The nth degree 

26 Actor Jannings 
of old - 

27 Embellished 

28 Prepare for the 
final 

29 Exhale with 

emotion < 

30 Singer Larne 

31 Budget Hem 

33 Put up 

36 Salad item 

38 Ski lift 

39 Fashion 
magazine 

40 — m-tho-wool 


Puzzle solved: 


□□□□ □□□□0 QDQB 
HDQO EQII0Q OSSET 
□□□□ OOS0QDS3QSS 
□□□□□□GO □□□□□■ 

□□□IS □□□□ ■ 

!□□□□□□ n Q U rii-H jn 

@□0013 □□□□□ □□□ 

□□□ □□□□□□□ ODD 

ana guana □□□□□ 
□ona ana aosasQ 
□□□a □□□□ 
r QB aCIB BBEBHM 
BBOEBiDPOQ 00HO 

□nag ataman 0000 

OO0O 013000 0S0H 


©1997 T Jlbuno Mo*a SonAcos. Inc. 
Afl rights reserved. 


48 Type of 
sausage 

50 All thumbs 

51 Seder, for 
example 

52 Antisocial one 


42 Scottish Gaelic 53 Merge 


43 Only 


55 Inn 


57 Dispatched 

59 Spoke 

60 WWII battle site 

61 Attention-getter 
63 Mauna — 

65 Com unit 

66 Fashionable 
resort 


horoscope 
FORECAST 
FOR MONDAY 
JULY 14,1997’ 


chai 


By Thomas S. Pierson 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 
ARIES: (March 2] ^ 
April 19) Some progi^ 
sive-rainded close friends 
can give you today fa. 
support and fine advice 
you need to get a project 
underway, so you shoold 
not hesitate to ask fa 
assistance. Later you can 
get together with ytfe 
mate for an enjoyatik 
evening. V 
TAURUS: (A^2&|t 
May 20) If you do sd^ 

thing dramatic today 
gain the attention 0 f 1 
superior, you can easily 
get the backing yon need. 
Believe in yourself, and 
succeed, since this will be 
the way in which other; 
will perceive you. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21 ) Start m akin g fa 
arrangements today fa 3 
short trip which can have 
very profitable results, 
and be sure to count die 
cost well, thereby you 
won't be short of funds. 
Later this evening will be 
good to see knowledge- 
able people. 1 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) You will 1 
find it easy to get your 
ideas across' to others 
today, especially where 
business or fmanaal tnat- ; 
ters are concerned. Later 
this evening will be a 
good time to meet with 
close friends for recre- 
ational activities you 
enjoy. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Begin the week wise- 
ly by arranging a schedule j 
of your career activities 
which you can stick to. A I 
fellow associate will do! 
you a valuable favour 
concerning any tasks 
which you are doing, so 
you should make many 
inquiries. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Try to 
modernise your daily rou- 
tines today so you win be 
more efficient This is the 
right timfe to teveal that 
new plan to your fellow 
associates for completion 
of any new projects which 
you are assigned. 
LIBRA: (September 23 10 
October 22) Concentrate 
on building up your strong 
points today, while elimi- 
nating your weak points, 
and you will build your- 
self a very successful days 
ahead. Later this evening 
will be a good time to gP 
to a romantic location 
with your mate. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) Set aside 
some time today to solve 
any long-standing diffi- 
culties at home before 
inviting any guests in. You 
should not allow anyone 
to get under your sJria 
thereby you can mate 
your career activities quite 
successful. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 
21) A little humour can 
defuse a potentially explo- 
sive situation today in the 
business world, so yoo 
should keep alert. Put 
some enthusiasm n) 10 
your daily career activity 
and you can gain recogni- 
tion from a bigwig. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to Januaiy #) 
Before you try today JJ 
improve the condition of 
your home, obtain sonw 
advice from a person who 
is a qualified expert «*! 
such matters. - This j 
evening will be a good| 
time to go out on the town 
with dose friends far fun- 
AQUARIUS: (Jamwfi 

21 to February 19) 
don’t have to go otn « 
your way today to impress 
people, just be youpf" 
and gain the recognition 
you desire. Go out on tire 
town with your S 0 ^ 
friends Iiuer this evenn£ 
and participate in recrc- 
ational activities winch 
are fun. 

PISCES: (FebruaO’ 20 10 
March 20) Stay at htmre 
with your mate larer tiu. 
evening, and enjoy son* 
good old-fashioned con- 
versation which can 
quite enjoyable. Be W 
and kind to your 
friends and don't ^ 
thing which codu ca 
conflict . 
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Business & Finance 


Kabariti most likely to be elected 
chairman of Jordan Kuwait Bank 


By Mahmond MasharqaH 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Former Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti is tnosL likely to be 
elected board chairman of 


' the Jordan Kuwait Bank dur- 
ing the bank’s general 
assembly meeting to be held 
tomorrow, banking sources 
in Ainroan predicted Sun- 
. day. 

The sources told Al Ra’i 



Beat 


Ji review of news framj/ie j%ra£ic press 


Union Bank reports 
JD464,000 loss, rules 
out any plan for merger 

** THE UNION Bank for Savings and Investment has 
been able to cover JDI8.6 million of the JD20 million 
which is the minimum capital required by the Central 
Bank. Board Chairman Isam Salfiti told the general 
assembly. He indicated that the remaining JD1.4 mil- 
lion will be secured in the near future and ruled out any 
plan for a merger. 

Mr. Salfiti pointed out that fixed assets have 
increased by 14 per cent due to relocation of the bank 
to the new permanent building and the requirements 
for new furniture and supplies of the general manage- 
ment and die main branch. The bank was able to sell a 
number of lands and buildings under development in 
addition to other real estate that became the property of 
ihe bank in settlement of unpaid debts. 

According to the annual report, the bank was able to 
maintain the level of deposits at around JD145 milli on 
despite stiff competition in the market. Foreign curren- 
cy accounted for 57 per cent of Ihe rolal. 

As to the profit and loss statement, the bank earned a 
Local income of JDI7.6 million, but due to higher allo- 
cations for credit facilities and lower prices for stocks 
and shares in addition to higher administrative and 
general expenses, the net result was a net loss of 
JD464.000. The higher expenses were attributed to the 
start of operations at the bank's new headquarters. 

The total value of the securities portfolio for invest- 
ment amounted to JD7.1 million whereas the portfolio 
of securities for trading carried a total value of JD19.4 
million. Total credit facilities amounted to a net JD58.6 
million. (Al Ra’i + Al Dustour + .Al Aswaq). 

Accumulated loss of Arab 
Financial Investment 
Company reach JD3.9m 

** THE ARAB Financial Investment Company posted 
a JD2.2 million loss last year. By adding the losses 
incurred in 1995, the accumulated loss reached JD3.9 
million. Total assets as such dropped sharply as they 
declined from JD12.6 million at the end of 1995 to 
JD8.8 million at the end of 1996. 

The annual report stated that the economic measures 
with all Ihe positive indicators did not reflect positive- 
ly on the trading at the Amman Financial Market 
which suffers for the third consecutive year from a 
slowdown that caused a drop of 40 per cent of the vol- 
ume recorded in 1995. 

The report mentioned the continued closure of the 
Palestinian markets to Jordanian products, the strict 
monetary policy of the Central Bank and the high inter- 
est rates as reasons for- the retreat in performance (Al 
Ra*i ». 


THE RETTED HALF 


Rw Rlfl&lMrmn 



“A six-figure income is good, 
but a six-figure cholesterol is bad?’ 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ZIMEA 


IE 

□ 

□ 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hwwt Arnold and Mha Argirion 

r ICTTYHALLl 

’foul rMd pfenning oral zon*i(j 
panuta and Iho Mayort OK 


.■&£i 


'/m 


PEB1D 


RYNWIT 


DEAGAN 


SURE TO 
CREATE A 
STICKY ISSUE 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtes: NATAL BRIAR WALNUT MOSQUE 
Answer What the successful musician considered hte 
early music lessons - INSTRUMENTAL 


and the Jordan limes that 
Mr. Kabariti has" expressed 
willingness in principle to 
assume the post noting that 
the former premier has 
received a number of offers 
from Jordanian financial 
institutions and banks 
including the Philadelphia 
Bank and the Middle East 
Bank. Mr. Kabariti who has 
recently bought shares in 
die Jordan Kuwait Bank has 
made important contribu- 
tions in attracting investors 
from Kuwait and other Arab 
countries to the bank to 
raise its capital to JD 20 mil- 
lion. 

According to the sources, 
Mr. Kabariti enjoys the 
confidence of major share- 
holders of the Jordan Kuwait 


Bank which has recently 
faced an administrative dis- 
pute that prevented the con- 
vening of the general assem- 
bly meeting in two succes- 
sive attempts, largely due lu 
differences between the Jor- 
dan Kuwait Bank’s manage- 
ment under Sufi an Sartawi 
and the management of the 
Bank of Jordan under Taw- 
fiq Fakhouri. The manage- 
ment of the Bank of Jordan 
is known to he holding 35 
per cent of the total shares of 
the Jordan Kuwait Bank and 
is represented on the Jordan 
Kuwait Bank’s board 
The sources noted that the 
outstanding issues that pre- 
vented the general assembly 
from holding its meetings so 
far have now been settled 


and it is expected that the 
set-up of the bank’s new 
board will be satisfactory' to 
all parties. 

Jordan Kuwait Bank’s 
sources said that Mr. Kabar- 
iri has accepted an offer by 
the major shareholders to 
become chairman of the 
bank's board of directors as 
they are determined to boost 
the bank's status among the 
financial institutions at the 
local and regional levels 
Mr. Kabariti holds a 
degree in financial manage- 
ment from the University of 
Texas in the United States 
and has worked for years as 
a broker in the New York 
Stock Exchange before 
returning to Jordan. 


Israeli businessmen looking 
for Jordanian partners, 
export markets in Arab World 


By .Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Tuna 

AMMAN — Fifty-three 
Israeli companies Sunday 
began searching for Jordan- 
ian joint-venture partner?: 
and outlets to Middle Easi 
markets during the first full 
day of the Medpanenariui. 

Member* of the Israeli del- 
egation — the largest at the 
event — expressed confi- 
dence in their ability to 
establish contacts in Jordan 
in spite of a prevailing crisis 
in the peace process at popu- 
lar and official levels. 

"We know that there are 
those against the peace 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEISANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 ) 60717* 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARK PRICE LIST FOP SUNDAY 13 /07, - 199 7 


MONTHS COMPANY ' S NAME 
LOW 


CLOSE CHANGE 
price 


t 276.000 2 14. SOD 

a 2.340 1.600 

5.800 4.100 

1.210 . 880 

S. 200 4.2SO 

4.180 2.440 

1.050 .780 

4.050 3.4QO 

1.800 1.110 

3. BOO 3.000 

* 1.440 1.000 


ARAB BANK 
JOB. NATIONAL DK. 
CAIRO AMMAN BANK 
HID. EAST INV.QK. 
THE HOUSING BK. 
JOH. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULF BANK 
JOR- ISLAMIC BANK 
UNION BK.SAV.IMV_ 
JOA.INV. FIN. BANK 
PH I LABEL- INV. BK. 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX : 208.82 *CHG: 


2.350 1.600 JOR FRENCH IMSUR. 


1.63 1.62 .01- 


IKSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 114.60 


1.B20 

1.490 

JOR -ELECTRIC PWR. 

7.B 

6. 17 

7.500 

6.000 

VRCLS- OWNERS FED. 

7.9 

4.86 

1.490 

.930 

NATL- PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

l. 030 

.820 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

11-9 

6.98 

.810 

.480 

JORDAN INTL-TRAD. 

26.2 

0.00 

3.720 

2.890 

ARAB INTL.INV.SDUC. 

7.6 

□ .00 

1.220 

.930 

ZJUUCA EDUCATION 

9 

O-OD 

1.010 

.640 

UNION LAND DEV. 

9 

0-00 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 107.43 *CHGi 

-0. IB 

4.450 

3.070 

JOR. CEMENT PACT. 

27.2 

2.72 

7. DSD 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH c6. 

35.4 

3.03 

LO . 250 

8.850 

JOR- PETROL -RBFI NARY 

9.5 

9.05 

1.470 

1.050 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

10.4 

8-33 

4.100 

3.040 

ARAB PHARK. MART. 

10-8 

5.10 

5.650 

4.250 

DAR ALDAHA DV.INV. 

12.7 

4-81 

3.8S0 

2.400 

ARAB ALUM. I HD. 

5.7 

10.33 

.960 

.460 

LIVESTOCK C POULTRY 

9-5 

0.00 

1.310 

1.000 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

30-6 

0.00 

.770 

.510 

NATIONAL IHDS. 

9 

0.00 

.950 

.540 

JOR. SULPHO-CHKM 

9 

0.00 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARN.CHEM. 

17.1 

5.22 

1.430 

.860 

KAWTHER INVEST. 

80.8 

0.00 

2.020 

1.170 

UNIV. MOON. THUS- 

P 

.22 

1.530 

1.OB0 

JOH. IMJS. RESOURCES 

14.1 

9.52 

1.600 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

13-0 

5.07 

1.090 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15. □ 

0.00 

2.090 

1.420 

EL ~ZKi READY WEAR 

51.4 

0.00 

1.330 

l.oeo 

INTL- TOBACCO 

6.1 

0.00 


process," said Yossi Bamai, 
director of the Middle East 
and North African Business 
Information Centre — an 
institution dedicated to 
developing contacts between 
Israeli and Arab companies 
— "but when you meet busi- 
nessmen here, it seems that 
they want to do business.” 

Mr. Bamai measured Jor- 
danians’ enthusiasm for 
establishing contacts against 
the fact that during the 
course of the day, members 
of the Israeli delegation had 
been approached by a Jor- 
danian company to establish 
a joint- venture in Aqaba, and 
be indicated that at least one 
other deal had been conclud- 
ed by the end of the day. 

A businessman from an 
Israeli trading company with 
offices in Israel. Turkey and 
Egypt confirmed that his 
company had finalised the 
details lor a joint venture 
with a local trading company 
to handle Israeli and other 
products for marketing and 
export to other Arab coun- 
tries. 

He gave few details of the 
deal, but said his company 
was most active in exporting 
educational Arabic-1 an gu age 
software, plastics and engi- 
neering machinery. 

The Jordanian company 
will market and trade the 
Israeli firm's products in Jor- 
dan and the Arab World, 
under a Jordanian label. “We 
know that it will be a long 
time before our products can 
be sold freely in some coun- 
tries.” the businessman said. 

However, his sentiment 
seemed to confirm many Jor- 
danians’ concern that the 
Kingdom will simply be 
used as a channel to other, 
larger Arab markets both by 
Israel and European coun- 


tries. 

"We aren't finding people 
for real joint ventures." said a 
representative from a pack- 
ing industry. "People want to 
sell and reach other markets. 
Today, a woman iried to sell 
me a machine similar to one 
I've been trying to gel rid of 
for months.” 

So far. Jordanians and 
Israelis have been slow to 
establish private sector ven- 
tures for a variety of reasons 
since the two countries 
signed a trade agreement in 
1996. 

Establishing contacts, a 
tenet of "normalisation”, has 
been largely resisted here, 
making it difficult for Jorda- 
nians to enter into joint-ven- 
tures with Israeli partners. 
Those who have initiated 
joint projects, hate mainly 
kept a low profile. 

Additionally, terms of a 
transport agreement which 
made trade between Jordan 
and Israel possible, were 
subjected to months of hag- 
gling following the agree- 
ment s implementation. Jor- 
dan complained that the 
restrictions of the agreement 
made it impossible for Jor- 
dan to export its products to 
Israel. 

It is yeL unclear How many 
Jordanian- Israeli joint ven- 
tures arc active in the coun- 
try. although most are 
thought to be in the textiles 
industry. Mr. Bamai esti- 
mates that there may be as 
many as ten industrial joint 
projects and as many as 20- 
JO in import-export and con- 
sultancy ventures. 

"We [BIC]. know of 
approximately ten large scale 
joint ventures being 
planned,” he said. "But we 
can't publicise what's cook- 
ing.” 
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CBJ puts up JD80m 
worth of certificates 
of deposit for auction 
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By Abdul Salam Gharaibeh 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Sun- 
day floated JD80 million 
worth of certificates of 
deposit in Jordanian dinars, 
with three and six months 
maturity dales respectively. 

In a memorandum sent to 
the licensed bank, the CBJ 
said JD40 million worth of 
deposit certificates for three- 
month maturity dare and sim- 
ilar amount for six-month 
maturity date were floated 
from Sunday. 

It called on banks wishing 
to buy the certificates to send 
their offers lo the open mar- 
ket operations department no 


later than Wednesday. 

However, the CBJ said the 
ceiling any bank can buy is 
*40 per cent of the deposit 
certificates on offer. The 
CBJ said results of the auc- 
tion will be announced on 
Wednesday. CBJ sources 
said the balance of the 
deposit certificates as at July 
5, 1997 amounted to JD7S2.7 
million. 

The CBJ earlier this year 
had floated JD100 million 
worth of certificates of 
deposit with three-month 
and six-month maturity date. 

The acceptable interest 
rates for the three-and-six 
month deposit certificates are 
8.52 and 8.75 per cent 
respectively. 
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DAJANI Jewellers .Gems dealers.Unique designs i 


At Aim a Forum Hold. Shops 
v Phon e.5 5 271 1 8 Also in Brazil 


Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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Quality Serviced Suites 

* One & Two Bedroom* * FnQy 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay • Reasons Me Sites 


STUDIOHflIG 

Professional qtality in 
1 Bour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

Shmeisani - Opposite] 
Grind fays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


CTOWI HOTEL 

’ OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL®** 
’ TENNIS & W'W 
SQUASH * V 

COURTS VAi 

* SAUNA, \ ■f 

JACUZZI & ( B H 

MASSAGE 

’ FITNESS f W 

ROOM (jl 

Tel: 75B180 

Radio & tv station RD. 
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AIRPORT EXPRESS 

Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdaH 
to Airport and Back I 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdall Branch 653313 
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Jordan Times, Monday, July 14 # 


Lewis keeps title as Akinwande 
disqualified for holding 


STATELINE. Nevada (R) 
— World Boxing Council 
heavyweight champion 
Lennox Lewis retained his 
title Saturday when fellow 
Briron Henry Akinwande 
was disqualified at 2:34 of 
the fifth round by referee 
Mills Lane for repeated 
holding. 

Akinwande. a 7-1/2 to 5 
undendog. was warned sev- 
eral times by Lane and had 
one point deducted from his 
score in the second round 
for holding and refusing to 
fight. 

It was the second straight 
heavyweight title fight in 
which the veteran referee 
disqualified a boxer. Lane 
did the same to Mike Tyson 
two weeks ago in his bout 
against World Boxing 
Association champion 
Evander Holy field after the 
challenger bit both 
Holyfield's ears. 

Lewis won every round 
and was the aggressor 
throughout. Akinwande 
made it easy for the harder- 
hitting Lewis by failing to 
use his physical advantages 
of speed and reach. 

The 6 -foot 6-1/2 inch 
(1.99 metres) Akinwande. 
who has an 86 -inch (2.18 
metres) reach. seldom 
jabbed, threw few combina- 
tion rights and displayed no 
foot speed nor lateral move- 
ment. 

Lewis offered an explana- 
tion for Akin wande's lethar- 
gic. dreary performance: “I 
realised he wasn't menially 
or physically tougher than 
me." 

Lewis added: “1 was dis- 
appointed because obvious- 
ly he didn't want to fight. 
What can you do if a man 
doesn't want to fight? All he 
did was hold." 

Akinwande said after the 
bout that his strategy was to 
"get close to him" — just 
the opposite of what the 
,ph*UIenger"s trainer, Don 
Turner, had said would be 
their plan. 

In fact, between rounds 
Turner urged .Akinwande to 
move, jab and punch, as the 
challenger had done during 
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Sargsian, 
Steven 
reach Hall 
of Fame 
final 


Referee Mills Lane (R» breaks up a clutch between Henry Akinwande fL) and Lennox 
Lewis during the WBC heavyweight title fight in Lake Tahoe. World Boxing Council 
heavyweight champion Lennox Lewis retained his title on Saturday when fellow 
Briton Akinwande was disqualified in the fifth round (Renters photo) 


preparation for this bout 
scheduled for 12 rounds. 

Lane did not want to dis- 
qualify the fighter, especial- 
ly since the sport already 
was tarnished by the Tyson 
debacle. “It's the worst 
thing, a DQ is the worst 
thing." Lane said. 

The Nevada State Athletic 
Commission suspended 
Akinwande and held his 
purse of $1 million. Further 
action will be decided at a 
hearing that could come as 
early as next week. 

The commission, which 
earlier this week suspended 
Tyson's license for at least 
one year and fined him S3 
million, under a new 
Nevada state law passed in 
the aftermath of his disgrace 
has the right to hold up to 
100 per cent of a fighter’s 
purse. Previously, 10 per- 
cent was the limit. 

Although Lewis said that 
*Td like to unify the title" 
there was no immediate talk 
of a bout between him and 
the winner of the tentatively 
scheduled November 
Holyfield-Michael Moorer 
fight. 

Perhaps an earlier possi- 


bility would be a matchup 
with former undisputed 
world champion but cur- 
rently unraiiked George 
Foreman, or with some 
other contender. 

One Akinwande punch, a 
right to the head halfway 
through the third round, 
accounted for the only 
knockdown. The unexpect- 
ed shot put Lewis on a knee 
for a split second. 

However. Lane did not 
rule it a knockdown until at 
the post-fight news confer- 
ence. admitting he blew the 
call. 

Before and after the 
knockdown there was lirtle 
action, mostly grabs and 
jabs by Akinwande and 
body shots during clinches 
by Lewis. 

“I didn't want to give him 
breathing room, and he 
held." said Lewis, who also 
was the WBC heavyweight 
champion in 1993-94. 

“I wanted to punch, evi- 
dently he didn’t. One guy 
elected to punch in the ring 
and the other held. What 
can I do?" 

Akinwande did not agree 
with Lewis's analysis. *T 


don’t think there was that 
much holding," said 
Akinwande. 

“We’d just meet and he'd 
stop me from going inside. I 
don’t think the holding was 
my fault Every time the ref- 
eree asked me to break, J 
stepped back but Lewis did- 
n’t." 

Akinwande expressed 
confusion upon hearing the 
state commission had held 
up payment of his purse. 
“Holding my purse for 
what? They say I’m not 
fighting? 1 knocked him 
down." 

Turner admitted he was 
dismayed and puzzled at his 
fighter’s performance. "Am 
surprised at Henry's 
inability to get punches off? 
Yes. You think I’m telling 
him to hold?" 

This was the second 
straight win for Lewis 
which ended in an unusual 
fashion. On February 7 in 
Las’ Vegas;' he regained his 
WBC title in the fifth round 
when American Oliver 
McCall broke down in tears 
in his corner. 

The 31 -year-old Lewis 
made SI. 5 million. 


NEWPORT, Rhode Island 
I.R) — Fifth seed Sargis 
Sargsian of .Armenia 
advanced Saturday to his 
first career ATP Tour final 
to face eighth seed Brett 
Steven of New Zealand for 
the $255,000 Hall of Fame 
tennis championships title. 

The 24-year-old 

Sargsian, ranked 86 th in 
the world, beat seventh 
seed Leander Paes of India 
7-6 (7-3) 2-6 6-3. 

Steven surprised third 
seed Grant S afford of 
South Africa 6-3 5-7 6-4. 

Sargsian, the 1995 U.S. 
national collegiate singles 
Champion while attending 
Arizona State, won twice 
in 1996 and reached the 
final in Bermuda in April 
on the challenger circuit — 
a junior series that does not 
count toward the ATP. 

First prize is $36,200. 
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Canadian Jacques ViUeneuve leads the British Grand Prix at Silverstone in his 
Williams Renault, July 13. ViUeneuve won the race and closed the gap on drivers 
championship leader Michael Shumacher who was forced to retire from the racq 
with mechanical trouble in his Ferrari (Renters photo) 
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U.S. lead Japan 2-0 as 


Muster 

returns 


STUTTGART (AFP) — 
Thomas Muster returns to 
tennis after a month out 
through injury with the 
chance of collecting a hat- 
trick of titles on the day at 
the one-mill ion-dollar ATP 
Tour event here starting 
Monday. n 

The 29-year-old Austrian, 
ranked fourth in the world, 
reinjured his thigh in June 
on grass at Rosmalen, the 
Netherlands and was 
forced to skip Wimbledon 
for the second year in a 
row. 

That was probably no 
great disappointment for 
the former world No. 1 
who has never prided him- 
self on grass court play. 

But it is on the clay where 
the iron man is expected to 
always perform well. 


BROOKLINE, 
Massachusetts (R) — Mary 
Joe Fernandez and 
Olympic champion 

Lindsay Davenport lifted 
the United States to a 2-0 
lead over Japan after the 
first day of their Fed Cup 
World Group One playoff 
Saturday. 

Fernandez, ranked 13th 
in the world, dropped her 
first set to Japan’s 25th- 
ranked Ai Sugiyama before 
prevailing 4-6 6-2 6-2. 
Eighth-ranked Lindsay 
Davenport then needed 
only 57 minutes to over- 
power 45th~rated Naoko 
Sawamatsu 6-16-3. 

Fernandez, surviving 
some shaky shotmaking 
and the slashing returns of 
her opponent, needed more 
than two hours to dispose 
of Sugiyama. 

In the first set. there was 
not a service held until 
Sugiyama took the fourth 
game for a 3-1 lead. 


Although Fernandez broke 
back to even the match at 3- 
3, Sugiyama broke right 
back in the next game and 
eventually ran out the set in 
the 10 th game, raking a 
„long deuce game with a 
^backhand winner down the 
line. 

“I still felt confident 
because I knew that even in 
the first set 1 was in eveiy 
game — it wasn’t like 1 was 
getting blown away," said 
Fernandez. 

Serving with authority 
and cutting down on her 
unforced errors. Fernandez 
took command in the sec- 
ond and third sets. 

“1 tried to come in a little 
bit, be more aggressive 
after the first set. I know 
she loves pace and 1 tried to 
mix things up a little more,” 
said Fernandez. 

“I hit the ball deep in the 
first set and in the second 
set Maiy Joe hir the ball 
deeper," said Sugiyama. 


“She also started servajo 
better and you could tell ft 
helped her confidence. The 
second set was the real 
turning point” 

Fernandez was not 
expecting an easy match 
because when the two met 
a year ago m the 
Wimbledon fourth round a 
year ago, she also needed 
three long sets to survive. 

Davenport displayed her 
superiority early. She low 
on serve only once, in the 
second game of the match, 
but then blasted away fa 
five straight games to com- 
plete the first set Wiih a 5- 
3 lead in the second set, the 
big Californian served <m 
the match at love. 

The winner this weekeaj 
advances to the 1998 World 
Group One matches. The 
United States ahead) . 
crashed out of this year\ : 
championships, losing 3-2 
to the Netherlands in, 
February. 
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HOPE ISLAND. Australia 
(AFP) — Arancha Sanchez 
Vicario spearheaded 

Spain's Fed Cup squad to a 
3-2 victory over Australia 
here Sunday with two 
storming singles wins. 

Spain clinched the lie by 
wrapping up both reverse 
singles in cold conditions. 

Sanchez Vicario routed 
Australia’s top player 
Annabel Ellwood Sunday to 
take her second singles vic- 



Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd, 
Amman-Jordan 


Tender/ 6,7,8/97 

Upgrading of Amman, Saladin an Zarka LPG filling 
stations extension of prequalification 
documents submission date. 


Jordan Petroleum refinery Co. Ltd, announces 
extension of prequalification documents submission! 
date until 16/8/1997 instead of 13/7/1997. 


tory of this World Group 1 
play-off with a 6 - 2 , 6-0 vic- 
tory in 57 minutes. 

In the other singles match 
Sunday, young left-hander 
Maria Luisa Sema over- 
came a bout of nerves to 
beat Rachel McQoillan 6-1, 
6-3. 

The win keeps Spain in 
the top eight-nation group 
in the Fed Cup. 

Sanchez Vicario, the 
world number eight, opened 
strongly to capture 
Eliwood's serve in the first 
game. 

The Australian had two 
break points at the fourth 
game bui failed to win 
them. 

“I think I served very 
well,’’ said Sanchez Vicario. 

The Spanish ace won 
decisively, hitting her fore- 


hand deep and rushing (he ikmi!} begun rsu;"- 
net for decisive pints. - snadf .vr 
Ellwood said that her '.©c m direr} ear- 
game plan had been topfoy aw torn: ih? s. - 
to Sanchez Vicarious far- : S}m-UK‘.n:-: 
hand and attack. ' TJof'jihe *p*i ji \L-r, jj. ;,vr 
said she had been gii/di lit- ^ ato' cu: 

He chance (d 'do' thar.'''^-' * w j 

Sanchez Vicario ,l wwfcs Pri-iJ.-n* 

so hard for her poiirts.' ^ Hu^ir. . 
Ellwood said. ^ tmics re^Ji r.j 

The Spaniard is emeigiiu hui w* 

from the first big slump « “ oiri irrftimi 
her 12 year playing carer ; 3r ^- 
and showed her improved hau rerr 

form by reaching the sera -a r l . Vr.- 
finals in Wimbledon. </*•-* cre- 

She says that she is btrikt ; g '"j‘ ur 
ing up to the U.S. Open it L. r-.-j..; 

August. S* 0 ”' i,jrn ' 
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direction to be back to n? 
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The Coordinating Committee of the Consolidated Purchasing 






INVITATION TO TENDERS 


The Higher Committee of the Consolidated Purchasing in: 

1) Jordan Phosphate Mines Co.. Ltd 

2) The Arab potash co.. Ltd 

3) The Jordan Cement Factories Co., Ltd 
Announces the invitation to the following tenders: 
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FOR RENT 

Furnished & Unfurnished Apartments 

Studio-One bedroom, two bedrooms & three bedroon 
central heating & telephones. Annual rent. 

Location: A- Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

B- Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

Owner Tel. 667862 - 642351 or 079/5Q504 
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Gift items 


Two super deluxe furnished flats 2 & 3 bed, 
sitting dinning room, superb location at America! 
Embassy Hi Way. . £ 

Call 5519432 or 079/73528 - : ± 
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SUBJECT 


Supply ol Conveyor Rubber Bells 


F.P C 2/9 




CLOSING DATE 
?:00 HRS LOCAL TIME 

T HURSDAY 28/8/1997 
HURSDAY 28/8/1997 


Bath 

accessories 


- ■■ : FOR RENT * :: members 01 

An attractive luxury flat in (Tla’a AI Afi) area next H0 ^ 52^2! £re e} ^We (C 
Bustan Restaurant The flat consists of: 3 bedrooms* qQj%ed 
3 bathrooms, living room and large reception* »os ar e Jq 1 e Iraqi te 
modem kitchen. ^ ^ . ^ Jn ! pan. 

Only interested please contact % ev enis ... , 

Tel.: 831392 - Amman wh\ t .u !l , ^ held 


The tenders' documents are available at JPMC offices in Amman, 
supply department, tenders section, until 2:00 p.m. Local time 
Saturday 1 6th August, 1997. Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD(150} for each set of any 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours local time for each 
tender at the a/m dates. 

The Higher Committee of 

1 the Consolidated Purchasing 


Kitchen 

accessories 




Tel. 55361 80 
Al-Kelo traffic 


- Behind Jorsal 


VILLA FOR SALE IN ABPgp 

Located in a distinguished area — 3-®* J 
villa, large reception and dining 
kitchens, 5 bedrooms with 3 master^s 
rooms — servant quarters, fireplace, ia^L 
| family room, back garden, guard ro<^ ^ 

.stttgoe.apagtfandoaraoe., ^ h 


. rebui|, ‘ ov 

^ millwn. 




" CINEMA T£L:634l44 CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA "1" PHIL; 

Jim Car rex ... in Le 


TEL:634I44 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30.3:30.6:15.8:30. 10:30 


PHILADELPHIA 

Leslie Nielsen ... in 

DRACULA DEAD 
& LOVING IT 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 

Show: 8:30 p.m. only 


CINEMA 


TEL:699238 


/677420 


iayc anu yaiayc- ^ Lebanon 

To view the h ouse please call 

v Nabil & HiBtaav's k 0r - LlZa Bari 


PLAZA 

Tom Cruise.. An 


CONCORD 


& Hishuju's 

TEL: 625155 . . 


COHCORD «: 


JERRY MAGUIRE 


Harrison Ford & Brad Pitt.. An 

DEVIL’S OWN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


'jSZign 


Shows: 12:30,3:30, 
6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


COZTCORD 


Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


The satirical play ^ ei &ht coun^ 1 ^ ^ 

AMNAIMYAHCWk. "*“«* 

S- j 'bij * J lA 

performance starts at 8:30 ^Omen’s 
The theatre is dosed every Friday- a 

For reservations call 62^155 _ 0r Saoise 


organise 
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Opening of Pan-Arab Games 
clouded by bah on Iraqi athletes 


BEfRUT (APP) -- The: 
Arab World’s biggest 
sporting'- extravaganza 
opened . on Saturday 
evening amid pomp and 
ceremony as disgruntled 
Iraqi athletes reluctantly 
gave op their protest at 
Lebanon's refusal to let 
them take pan. 

The opening gala for the 
8lh Pan-Arab Games was 
attended by numerous - 
Lebanese and- 

intemaudnal dignitaries 
including President Elias 
Hrawi, : ‘ International 
Olympic Committee 
Chairman Juan Antonio 
Samaranch and Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmai Abdul Meguid. and 
tens of thousands of spec- 
tators. 

Some 3,000 athletes 
from 19 Arab countries, 
along with hundreds of 
trainers and administra- 
tors and thousands of for- 
eign spectators, are in 
Beirut for the Games 
which run until July 27. 

But the 95-member Iraqi 
team, barred from taking 
part after pressure from 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, 
gave up their protest just a 
few hours before the 
opening ceremony and 
headed back to Baghdad 
via Syria. 

“We are leaving with 
lots of bitterness in our 
hearts because of this 
inhospitable change of 
attitude and the fact that 
our Lebanese brothers 
have been the victims of 
Kuwaiti blackmail dele- 
gation leader Acil Habra 
said. 

The incident could sour 
the relationship between 
the two countries, which 
had recently begun reacti- 
vating trade ties for die 
first time in three years. 

Before leaving the iso- 
lated Syrian-Lebanese 
border post at Masnaa, the 
Iraqi athletes cut • the 
throats of sheep, chanted 
slogans hailing President 
Saddam Hussein and 
waved banners reading 
“sport unites, but we are 
prevented from meeting 
our brothers.” 

The Iraqis had been 
stranded since early Fri- 
day after making the gru- 
elling 24-hour journey 
from Baghdad by road 
despite Lebanon's warn- 
ing that they would not be 
allowed into the country. 

A Lebanese official said 
the authorities imposed 
the ban for fear of upset- 
ting Gulf Arab states. 

Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia, which have been 


Spectators watch fireworks explode over Beirut’s sta- 
dium during the opening ceremony of Pan-Arab 
Games late. The event is the biggest international 
event Lebanon has staged since the 15-year civil war 
ended in 1990 (Reuters photo) 


pouring funds into 
Lebanon to help it rebuild 
after its devastating 1975- 
1990 civil war, have 
threatened to boycott the 
Games if Iraq rook pan. 

Riyadh contributed $20 
million and Kuwait six 
million dollars to the 
reconstruction of the 
Beirut Sports City where 
the Games are taking 
place, which was flattened 
by Israeli warplanes in 
1982. 

The Iraqis complained 
that they received an offi- 
cial invitation to the 
Games and accused 
Lebanon of selling out to 
the wealthy Gulf Arab 
states. 

“The Pan-Arab Games 
should unify Arab youth 
and not be a bringer of 
division and submission to 
worshippers of .the . lJ f S, 
dollar" Thbra said. 

In Baghdad, the Babel 
newspaper run by Sad- 
dam’s eldest son, Uday, 
said: *Tt is shameful that 
the Lebanese government 
has succumbed to finan- 
cial pressures and has sold 
itself for a few million 
dollars.” 

The Iraqi National 
Olympic Committee, 
chaired by Uday, also 
blamed the Arab League, 
which originally invited 
the Iraqi athletes to partic- 
ipate. 

“We denounce this cow- 
ardly act by Lebanon. 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 


and we pay homage to the 
Arab League and its secre- 
tary general for this lam- 
entable failure,” Babel 
said. 

Meguid tried unsuccess- 
fully on Wednesday to 
persuade Lebanon to 
allow the Iraqi athletes to 
participate in the Games. 

Kuwait, for its part, 
hailed the Lebanese ban. 

“ This decision is the 
most important medal the 
Lebanese could award us," 
the president of the 
Kuwaiti Olympic Com- 
mittee, Sheikh Ahmed AJ- 
Fahd Ai Sabah, said Fri- 
day. 

Lebanon, which cut 
diplomatic relations with 
Iraq in 1994 after an Iraqi 
dissident was assassinated 
iu Beirut, has begun reac- 
tivating trade links with 
Baghdad , r in_ . recent 
months. 

Iraq was banned from 
the last Pan-Arab Games 
in Syria in 1992 because 
of the invasion of Kuwait 
two years earlier, but its 
athletes travelled to Jor- 
dan anyway to demon- 
strate at the Syrian border. 

The Arab Games were 
launched in Alexandria, 
Egypt, in 1953 and are 
generally held at four-year 
intervals. 

They had been planned 
for 1996 in Beirut, but 
were delayed because of 
Israel’s offensive against 
Lebanon which killed 175 
people, mostly civilians. 


Pan- Arab Games off to late start 
after big opening ceremony 

Jordan earns gold, bronze medals on first day 


By Aleen Bannayan 
with agency dispatches 

THE 8TH PAN-ARAB GAMES got 
off to a late start Sunday after a night 
of unprecedented festivities in post- 
war Lebanon. 

A mother of three from Algeria 
won the first gold medal of the 
Gaines on Sunday, clocking 1:26:40 
in the 21 -kilometre women’s 
marathon. 

Tunisian Sonya Akkoun. 30. won 
the silver medal with a time of 
1:28:03. Jordan’s Amal AI Matari. 
19. finished third at 1:29:02, earning 
the Kingdom’s firsi bronze medal. 

Jordan’s Nada Kawar wop Jordan's 
first gold medal of the Games when 
she scored 51.18 metres in the discus. 

Kawar has another chance tor a 
gold medal in the shot put in which 
she holds the Arab record at 17.39 
metres. 

Jordan's Firas Malkawi came in 
sixth in the men’s marathon, while 
teammate Tareq Najjar come seventh 
in the shot put 

The men’s marathon began 40 min- 
utes late and pushed other events 
behind schedule. 

Just 1 1 men vied for the gold medal 
in the 42.195-kilometre marathon 
through the streets of Beirut. 

Tunisian Attaher Man sour, 30. cap- 
tured the gold medal with a time of 
2:28:19. 

Egypt's Foula Seliman. 27. finished 


second for the silver, clocking 
2:30:45. 

The bronze went to 29-year-old 
Ahmad Adam of Sudan, who lost 
time when a referees’ escorting vehi- 
cle bumped into his (high about 15 
kilometres from the finish line at the 
Camille Chamoun Stadium. He fin- 
ished with a lime of 2:35:35. 

Besides the marathons, five other 
golds were up for grabs on the first 
day of competition in the Games, 
which run through July 27. 

As the soccer competition got 
underway, Jordan and Lebanon drew 
1-1 and Kuwait beat Mauritania 3-1. 

Over 3,000 athletes have converged 
on Beirut for the largest gathering of 
Arab youth since the event was last 
held in Syria in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred from 
competition because of a boycott 
threat by Kuwait and Saudi .Arabia, 
19 countries are taking part with only 
Somalia and the Comoros missing 
the event. 

Jordan's soccer, basketball, athlet- 
ics. fencing, boxing, and weightlift- 
ing teams took pan in Saturday's 
opening ceremony. They will be 
joined by the rest of the teams during 
this week with each team arriving in 
Beirut one day prior to their events 
and leaving following the end of their 
respective competitions. 

Twenty events have been set for the 
Games excluding kick-boxing, hand- 
ball, gymnastics, body-building. 


hockey, diving and water polo lor 
technical and financial reasons. 

The Kingdom's 1 87-strong delega- 
tion which includes 94 men and 33 
women athletes will be competing in 
14 of the 20 events. The delegation 
also includes 27 officials, 20 coach- 
es and 1 3 referees. 

Jordan dropped participation in 
cycling, tennis and volleyball, and 
will be competing in athletics, bas- 
ketball. karate, swimming, taekwon- 
do,, table tennis, boxing, equestrian, 
fencing, soccer, weightlifting, judo, 
freestyle and Greco-Roman wrestling 
and shooting. Other events at the 
Games include golf and yachting. 

Drug testing was introduced for the 
first time since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1953, in line with 
international rules. All gold medalists 
are being rested for performance- 
enhancing drugs, as is one other com- 
petitor selected in a draw in each 
event. 

The Games got off to a late start 
Sunday after a night of unprecedent- 
ed festivities. Referee Mohammed 
Tabbara said the late start of compe- 
tition Sunday morning was because 
Saturday’s 2-1/2 hour opening cere- 
monies with parades, fireworks and 
laser shows began late. 

“Everybody was tired." he said. 

Lebanon is hosting the Arab 
World’s premier sports event for the 
first time since the second Arab 
Games in 1 957. 


Jordan has received preliminary 
approval to host the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games in 1999 and Jordanian sports 
officials have underlined the impor- 
tance of taking part in the event 
which has only been held seven times 
since 1953. 

Bui the Games, designed to empha- 
sise Arab brotherhood, were clouded 
by Lebanon's refusal to grant the 
Iraqi team entry visas for fear of 
angering Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
highlighting once again the influence 
of politics over sports. 

After waiting two days at the 
Lebanese -Syrian border in hopes of 
entering Lebanon, Iraq's team of 97 
athletes, trainers and officials gave up 
late Saturday and headed back home 
(see separate story). 

Jordan has taken part in all past 
seven Pan-Arab Games gaining a 
total of 46 medals (7 gold, 16 silver, 
26 bronze). 

The Kingdom’s first and only gold 
medal in a team sport came in 
Morocco in 19S5 when Jordan won 
the basketball event after defeating 
Iraq 80-7S in the final. 

Jordan finished 9th overall in the 
last Pan- Arab Games in 1 992 Gaines 
with l gold, 6 silver and 6 bronze 
medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games were held in 
Alexandria 1953. Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961. Cairo 1965, Dam- 
ascus 1976. Morocco 1985 and Dam- 
ascus 1992. 


Basketball competition gets underway today 


By AJeen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The basket- 
ball competition gets 
underway at the Arab 
Games Monday with hosts 
Lebanon meeting Qatar, 
and Saudi Arabia taking on 
Morocco. 

The Kingdom’s team will 
play their first match 
against Libya Tuesday 
when the UAE also play 
Kuwait. 

Jordan is in Group 1 with 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Libya, 
and Morocco. Group 2 
includes Lebanon. Qatar, 
the UAE, and Kuwait. The 
top two teams in each group 
will contest die semifinal 
round starting July 23. 

As the Games got under- 
way Saturday, Jordan again 
protested at the men’s bas- 
ketball draw since rules 
stipulate that the nine com- 
peting teams should be 
divided into three groups 
with the titlebolders (Syria) 
atop one group, the runner 


up (Jordan) in another and 
the hosts (Lebanon) in the 
third. 

Lebanese officials said 
Jordan’s representative had 
not lodged a formal protest 
at the time of the draw and 
an oral one would not be 
accepted now. 

While the basketball fed- 
eration had threatened k to 
pull out of both the men’s 
and women’s events if the 
draw was not repeated, the 
head of the Kingdom’s del- 
egation to the Games Sari 
Hamdan said Jordan would 
not pull out of any event 
since that is no longer the 


affair of respective federa- 
tions but a decision that 
rested with the Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) 
and the Ministry of Youth. 

Jordan had won the first 
gold medal in team sports., 
when the basketball team 
clinched the gold medal in 
the 1985 Games in Moroc- 
co. They finished runner-up 
behind Syria in the 1992 
Games in Syria. 

With tough competition 
ahead and a relatively inex- 
perienced new lineup repre- 
senting the Kingdom, Jor- 
dan wifi have to finish first 
or second in their group to 
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qualify for the second 
round. 

The team is coached by a 
new Ukrainian coach and 
the players' form was 
inconsistent when they won 
only one out of three friend- 
ly marches against Syria 
two weeks ago. 

The lineup includes Fadi 
Saqqa. Yousef Abu Bakr, 
Husam Lutfl. Ma'an Odeh. 
Naser AJawneh, Faisal 
Nsour, and Mahmoud 
Sha'ban who were boosted 
by the arrival from the U.S. 
of Zeid Alkhas. a key play- 
ers who has just returned 
from Korea after an impres- 
sive performance in the 
Asian All-Star Game to 
which he was chosen dur- 
ing the 1995 Asian Cham- 
pionships. 

Jumana Salti, who was 
also chosen as one of the 
Asian -Championships' top 
players also was a welcome 
addition to the women's 
basketball team who were 
unimpressive in friendly 
matches against Syria los- 


ing three of their matches. 

The team was, however, 
given the go-ahead to take 
part in the Games by the 
Minister of Youth and 
Sports who prompted the 
JOC to include them to 
maintain continuity for the 
women’s game which had 
been non-existent from 
1983-1995 when the team 
was regrouped to take part 
in the Asian Championship. 

Jordan will face tough 
competition against strong 
teams from Tunisia. Egypt, 
Lebanon and Syria when 
the women’s event starts 
Tuesday with Syria taking 
on Lebanon. 

Jordan plays the first 
match against Egypt 
Wednesday. 

Basketball is scheduled 
to be the only team sport 
Jordan's women will take 
part in. Individual sports 
are athletics, swimming, 
taekwondo, equestrian and 
table tennis. 


Lebanon ’s Barikian, 
13 , youngest competitor 
Djibouti sends 1 athlete 
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Winning has become a Pajero Tradition , 
in everything from international rallies 
to prestigious automotive engineering 
awards for being as luxurious and 
comfortable on road as it is tough and 
dominating off road. 
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Che Guevara’s remains return 
back to Cuba after thirty years 


HAVANA (R.) — The last 
remains of the legendaiy left- 
ist guerrilla Ernesto “Che 
Guevara arrived in Cuba 
Saturday, almost 30 years 
after he was captured and 
shot in October 1967 while 
leading an abortive rebel 
uprising in Bolivia. 

President Fidel Castro was 
present at a solemn reception 
ceremony at San Antonio De 
Los Banos Airbase about 30 
kilometres south of Havana, 
where Guevara’s remains 
were flown from Bolivia. 

The remains were brought 
to Cuba along with those of 
three Cuban guerrilla com- 
rades unearthed from the 
same secret grave near 
Vallegrande in Bolivia last 
week by a team of Latin 
American experts. 

A Cuban guard of honour 
including Che’s old comrade- 
in-arms Commander Ramiro 
Valdez accompanied the 
remains on the flight back 
aboard a Cuban plane. 

Present to meet Guevara's 
remains were family mem- 
bers. old comrades and senior 
members of the Cuban gov- 
ernment 

An Argentine- bom doctor. 
Guevara" served as Mr. 
Castro's right- hand man d ur- 
ine the rebel struggle that 
brought Mr. Castro to power 
in 1959. He became one of 
Cuba's most revered heroes 
and an icon for a generation 
of leftists around the world. 

To this day, Cuban child 
“Pioneers" vow that they will 
“be like- Che." A giant image 
of his face adorns the walls of 
a building overlooking 
Havana's Revolution Square, 
whose centre-piece is a 
memorial to independence 
hero Jose Marti. 

The return of Guevara’s 
remains comes in a year that 
Cuba has officially tagged the 
“Year Of The 30th 
Anniversary Of The Fall In 
Battle Of The Heroic 
Guerrilla And His 
Comrades.” 

A Cuban government state- 
ment issued earlier Saturday 





I&sder Err.cs:: 


“ c.Ticiaiiy cennrr'.ad liia ider*:i':y o: 




said Guevara’s remains, 
along with those of his three 
Cuban comrades, would first 
be housed temporarily at the 
Armed Forces (Defence) 
Ministry in Havana. 

They would be taken to a 


final resting place in a mau- 
soleum to be built specially 
for the purpose in the square 
named after Guevara in the 
central town of Santa Clara, 
the statement said. 

In October. Cubans would 



iJ\2“ 


gather in Santa Clara to pay 
tribute to Guevara, to “his 
worthy life and his example,” 
according to the statement 
Santa Clara was the scene 
of a decisive battle led by 
Guevara during die rebel 
struggle to topple former dic- 
tator Fulgencio Batista. 

The other Cuban guerrillas 
whose remains were brought 
home Saturday were Alberto 
Fernandez Montes De Oca, 
Rene Martinez Tamayo and 
Orlando Pantoja Tamayo. 

Bolivia began the quest for 
Guevara's bones in 
December 1995, after retired 
General Mario Vargas Salinas 
broke two decades of military 
silence to say he could identi- 
fy the spot where he ordered 
the burial of the guerrillas. 
The search was repeatedly 
halted and resumed. 

Guevara’s closest surviving 
family are his Cuban widow 
Aleida March and four chil- 
dren. Aleyda. Camilo, Celia 
and Ernesto. Guevara's 
\i/i<How hnd asked the 

returned to Cuba if they were 
found. 
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Israeli soldier who shot four 
Arabs gets hospital furlough 



TEL AVIV (AP) — An 
Israeli army soldier who 
fired into an Arab market in 
January and wounded four 
Palestinians is being 
allowed out of a mental hos- 
pital to attend university 
and to visit his home, an 
official confirmed Sunday. 

A Palestinian spokesman, 
reacting to a newspaper 
report that the attacker had 
been secretly released, 
accused the Israeli govern- 
ment of encouraging 
extremism by its lenient 
treatment 

Noam Friedman, 22, who 
was then a corporal in the 
army, opened fire on 
January 1 with his M-16 
automatic rifle at an open- 
air market in the West Bank 
city of Hebron. 

He fired 15 rounds before 
he was overpowered by an 
Israeli officer. Friedman 
later told investigators he 
intended to kill as many 


Arabs as possible to prevent 
Israel and the Palestinians 
from reaching agreement on 
an Israeli troop withdrawal 
from Hebron. 

Despite the attack, the 
withdrawal agreement was 
signed and Israeli troops left 
80 per cent of Hebron in 
March. 

Army psychiatrists ruled 
that Friedman, who had a 
history of mental disorder, 
was insane at the time of the 
shooting and was unfit to 
stand trial. He was dis- 
charged from the army and 
committed to a civilian psy- 
chiatric hospital in 
Jerusalem. 

However. the daily 
Maori v reported that he had 
been getting furloughs from 
the hospital. 

Health Ministry 

spokesman Dubi Ben Ami 
confirmed that since April 
Friedman has been attend- 
ing university twice a week 


and has been spending the 
weekends at his home in the 
West Bank settlement of 
Maale Adumim. 

“Friedman has begun a 
process of rehabilitation in 
which he goes out twice a 
week to study and at week- 
ends is on vacation at his 
home,” Mr. Ben Ami told 
the Associated Press. 

President Yasser Arafat] s 
spokesman said this 
“lenient treatment” is a real 
encouragement for terror- 
ism. “It shows that someone 
can try to kill people and be 
free soon afterwards. This is 
a deliberate policy of the 
Israeli government to 
encourage the extremists.’ 
spokesman Nabil 

Abourdeineh told AP. 

All four Palestinians shot 
by Friedman were dis- 
charged from a hospital. 
Two had leg wounds, but 
none was seriously injured. 


U.N. General Assembly to act 
on Israeli settlements Tuesday 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — The U.N. 
General Assembly 
meets Tuesday in 
emergency special 
session to adopt a 
resolution aimed at 
punishing Israel for 
refusing to hall set- 
tlement construction. 

Arab states are 
seeking the adoption 
of punitive measures 
by the 1 85-nation 
U.N. General 
Assembly, which on 
April 25 voted a res- 
olution calling for 
the immediate cessa- 
tion of “illegal” 
Israeli settlement 
building in occupied 
territories. 

The Israeli govern- 
ment’s decision to 
continue construc- 
tion of Jewish settle- 
ments in disputed 
Arab cast Jerusalem 
at Jabul Abu Ghneim 
triggered the April 
emergency session 
that was “temporari- 
ly adjourned” until 
Tuesday. 

The Arab- drafted 
resolution notably 
calls on U.N. mem- 
ber states to “halt 
any support for 
Israeli settlements ... 
by any companies 
and individuals.” 

The draft also 
requests member 
states “not to allow 


any import of goods 
produced or manu- 
factured in settle- 
ments in the occu- 
pied Palestinian ter- 
ritory. including 
Jerusalem.” 

The text calls for 
Israel to be excluded 
from General 

Assembly work as 
long as it “simulta- 
neously and system- 
atically violates 
internal iraiul law. the 
provisions of the 
charter of the United 
Nations and relevant 
United Nations reso- 
lutions.” 

Western diplomats 
said that the tough 
resolution. which 
lias the backing of 
the U.N. Arab 
Group, was expected 
to obtain a majority 
in the 1 85-nulion 
U.N. General 
Assembly whore nn 
country has a veto. 

However the 15 
European Union 
states arc still divid- 
ed on how to react, 
and Western diplo- 
mats said that unless 
the resolution was 
watered down some 
northern European 
stales could cast neg- 
ative votes. 

Tlie Europeans 
have ruled out sub- 
mitting a counter- 
text, and further dis- 


cussions on the Arab 
draft were expected 
Monday. 

All eyes are on die 
European votes, 
which could affect 
the way eastern 
Europe and Latin 
American countries 
vote on the resolu- 
tion. as well as other 
Western states. 

"So we're not talk- 
ing about 15 votes, 
we’re talking about 
potentially as many 
as 50.” one Western 
diplomat said. 

The United '.States 
usually casts nega- 
tive votes in the 
General Assembly 
after debates con- 
cerning Israel on the 
ground that the 
United Nations is not 
the appropriate 
forum for the Middle 
East process. 

Following two 
IJ.S. vetoes in the 
Security Council in 
March that prevent- 
ed live adoption of 
resolutions con- 
demning Israel, the 
Arab group called 
for an emergency 
special session. 

Such a session 
may be called when 
the Security Council 
fails in its duties to 
uphold international 
peace and security, 
and only Ml have 
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LONDON (AFPJ^IW 

Princess of Wales, told U.S 
supermodel Cimfc 

Crawford she was “lonelf 
and might never find anah. 
er man, the News of tfa. 
World reported Sunday. 
"Cindy, I'm never going io 
meet anyone because wfei 
would want to go out 
me?” she reportedly tofd 
Crawford when the princess 
invited the supennodd to 
Kensington Palace to meet 
her teenage son Prince 
William. “I have my picture 
in the paper every single 
day. Who would warn to 
take me on?” Diana added 
according to an account nf 
their meeting Crawford 
gave to the U.S. high soci- 
ety magazine Redbook. 



been convened in the 
5 1 -year U.N. history. 

On April 25, the 
General Assembly 
adopted by 1 34-3 the 
resolution condemn- 
ing Israel for its 
“illegal” settlement 
policies and 

demanding an 
immediate halt to the 
construction of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim and 
“all other settlement 
activities." 

The special session 
was then adjourned 
to await a report 
from U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan 
on the resolution's 
implementation. 

After he reported 
buck that Israeli set- 
tlement activity con- 
tinued unabated, the 
Arab Group asked 
for the session to be 
reconvened. 

U.N. General 
Assembly resolu- 
tions are not legally 
binding. But diplo- 
mats say that 
because of the emer- 
gency special ses- 
sion formula, a reso- 
lution adopted at 
such a session car- 
irc weight. 


; Lie detector’ 
piione hits Britain 


LONDON (AFP)— A nw 
telephone, equivalent of the 
human lie detector, has 
gone on sale in Britain dm 
can tell whether the penna 
on the other end of the line 
is telling the truth, accord- 
ing to the Sunday Times 
The £2.700 phone relies an 
a system of hi-tech electro* 
ics to measure a person's 
stress-linked voice vibra- 
tions. The higher the read- 
ing the more likely the s ab- 
ject is telling a lie. The 
Sunday Times tested die 
telephone out by asking} 
flamboyant London night- 
club owner about his clamt 
that he had gone to bed wii 
more than 2.000 worn® 
“That was just the fignrz 
when 1 counted last y ear.' 
he replied. The phone gro 
a reading of 25 — far below 
the 60 mark that reveals i 
lie. 
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not crash — paper 
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BONN (R) — A Germs 
newspaper said Saturday 
that U.S. wartime 
leader Glenn Miller died ^ 
a heart attack in a Part a Protecting 
brothel in 1944 and not, a Kiel's water 
officially reported, in 2 
plane crash. The roass-eir- 3 ^ 
culation Bild newspapfl 
alleged that the famed mm- j ^ , _ P'^^ret 

bonist and exponent of fe ^ ^ Ea>i to 
Big Band swing sound mtf ^ of ^ b,e 
his death in die arms (rf 5 ^ ountr. s 

prosritute. It said the seen tbe Israels 
of how he died wjb 2 biKm„ J .,. J ^ rT, P an > 
ered bv a German jounu© 
in U.S'. Secret Service 
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his plane vanished over 0 ^'^ A the water. 
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motor plane off the l r ^Twr.y caso ns I v 


coast in 1985 and fonnd^L^Jthat th e 
signs the plane had "as be 

or anv human remains 
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